THE FIRST CENTURY APOSTLES

The “Other” Apostles

Week #8

References:
-Herbert Lockyer-All the Apostles of the Bible

Andronicus-apostle of note

Apollos-apostle who was eloquent

Barbabus-apostle of comfort

Epaphroditus-apostle who risked all

James (Lord’s brother)-apostle who provided us a great book

Junias-apostle praised by Paul

Two “unnamed”=apostles who did great works anonymously

Silas-apostle who helped so many

Timothy-apostle who was like a son to Paul

Definition: While Jesus selected 12 to become his personal disciples, the early church did not limit the title of apostle to just those men. Apostles, means missionary or one sent out.

Examples of where disciples were sent out:

· Luke 10:1

· Luke 10:39

· Acts 4:4

Others such as Mark, Luke, Stephen and Philip the Evangelist played an important part in the early church but were never named as apostles

We should consider apostles as those meeting the criteria defined in Gal 2:7-9 while prophets and spokesmen had different roles (I Cor 14:4)

ANDRONICUS
Noted by Paul in Romans 16:7 as being:

1. An apostle-or someone greatly serving the apostles

2. My kinsmen-probably Jewish

3. My fellow prisoner- probably shared prison time with Paul

4. In Christ before Paul

APOLLOS

Mentioned by Paul in I Cor 4:6,9

1. Met Paul during his 3rd missionary journey

2. An educted and worldly jew (Acts 18:24)

3. Highly touted by Luke regarding his ability to:

· Ability to expound scripture

· Convincing Jews of Christ’s messiahship (Acts 18:24-28)

4. Paul indicates he was wise, eloquent and a recognized apostle with authority (I Cor 3:1-8,22)

5. Last mentioned in Titus 3:13

6. Never viewed as a rival by Paul, worked together in Ephesus

7. Was fervent in sharing the gospel

Barnabus
1. Viewed as a kind forgiving soul

2. Luke links Paul and Barbabus as apostles (Acts 14:1-14)

3. Tradition states he was one of the original 70 sent out by Christ

4. Viewed as the most important (outside Paul) of those not called as one of the 12 disciples

5. Central to the early church (Acts 11:19; I Cor 9:6, Col 4:10)

6. Barnabus was dearly loved by the Lystras who named him “Jupiter” It was from his dealings with them that the term “Christians” or Christ-men was first corned to reflect his nature.

· Barnabus was probably a Cypriot by birth and is speculated to have been in Jerusalem at or around the time of Pentecost and converted at that time

· His original name was Joses, but he was surnamed “Barnabus” which means son of encouragement by the apostles (Acts 11:23)

· Honorable (Acts 4:32-37). Sold all he had and presented it to the church

· Mentored Saul (Paul) following his conversion. Close friends but fell in and out of a working relationship as a result of conflicts (Acts 15:36-41 & Acts 15:15:39 & I Cor 9:6)

EPAPHRODITUS

1. Paul saw him as a true friend through thick and thin (Phil 2:25-30) and as as a messenger (apostle)

2. Some believe he was the bishop or senior pastor at Philipi

3. A Macedonian, noted by Paul as being the most loyal and devoted servant of the Lord. He was called in Phil 2:25 as:

· My brother

· My companion in labor

· My fellow soldier

· My minister

4. Greatly loved by his home church and was distressed by their anxiety over his illness while with Paul (Phil 1:8)

5. Often put his health at risk to serve (Phil 2:30)

James (the Lord’s half-brother)

1. Named by Paul as an apostle (Gal 1:19)

2. Doubted Jesus during his earthly ministry (John 7:3-5)

3. Called to Christ in I Cor 15:7 by a special appearance of Christ

4. Told of Paul’s release from prison (Acts 12:17) and might have been acting as a bishop or leader in the early church as seen in:

· Gal 1:18-19

· Gal 2:1

· I Cor 9:5  (Might have been married)

5. Tradition states he mostly worked in the Jerusalem church

6. Author of the book of James (AD 45-53) where he indicates no family ties to Christ but rather his master-slave relationship (not a name-dropper)

7. James was thoroughly Jewish as well as thoroughly Christian

8. Called “old camel knees” by his devotion to prayer

9. Martyred in 62AD by the scribes and pharisees (Luke 4:9)

Junias (Junia)

1. Noted by Paul in Romans 16:7

2. One of the first converts after Pentecost

3. Known as one of the apostolate circle (I Cor 15:7)

Silas-Always the #2 Guy

1. Mentioned in I Thess !:1; 2:6 along with Timothy and Paul

2. Indispensable friend of Paul (may have also been named Silvanus as listed in Acts 16:19. If so, may indicate he had both a Jewish and Greek name

3. Tradition states he was one of the 70 sent out by Christ

4. He was:

· Chief among the brethern (Acts 15:22-27)

· A prophet (Acts 15:30-32)

· A Roman citizen (Acts 16:35-40)

· A missionary companion (Acts 15:36)

· A happy prisoner for Christ (I Thess 2:2)

· Faithful friend to Mark, Timothy, Paul, Peter, Luke, Barnabus (I Peter 5:12)

Timothy= (the Understudy)

1. A favorite student of Paul (Acts 18:1,5)

2. Seen by Paul as a prodigy and treated like a son

3. Named by Paul as an apostle in I Thess 1:1; 2:6

4. Had a strong family support system as seen in II Tim 3:15

5. Probably had a Jewish mom and Gentile father (Acts 16:1)

· Lois (grandmother) and Eunice (mother) supported his Christian upbringing (Acts 16:1)

6. May have been a convert directly due to Paul’s teaching (I Cor 4:17)

7. Paul might have recuperated in his home following his near-death stoning in Lystra.

8. Timothy was an:

· Evangelist (II tim 4:5)

· A good link between Jew and Gentile

· Author of two letters

Two Unnamed Apostles

Referred to by Paul in II Cor 8:18 and II Cor 8:22

-Noted for sharing the Gospel (laboring) and,

-as messenger (apostles) of the churches

The Apostles-Who am I?

1. These were the Sons of Thunder who had great ambition and might have been Christ’s cousins_________________________

2. He is always listed as the first apostle, not because of he was first called but because he ultimately carried much of the leadership__________________(list Jewish and Christian name)

3. He was the first disciple who was called___________________.Who was his brother?____________

4. He was the first apostle known to have been marrtyred in 44AD by Herod Agrippa__________________________

5. The youngest disciple who is said to have lived to ~ 100 years of age. He is known as the “love” apostle._________________________

6. A tax collector by first vocation.  Provided what some consider as the most important book in Christendom_______________________.

7. While often maligned, his declaration of Christ’s titles represents one of the first acknowledgement of who he was.  He is said to have had a twin or was given this nickname due to his two-sidedness relative to who Christ really was__________________________.

8. ____________ was definitely not a leader and apparently could not make decision but was called the “light of Asia”

9. This disciple was viewed as being sincere and a true Israelite______________

10. This disciple would have had a hard time with Matthew because of their differing view of Roman occupation_______________

11. One of the James’.  This one was not one of the Sons of Thunder_______________. His brother was Matthew.

12. The triple-named disciple____________________. He is often known as the one not from Kerioth.

13. Bethsaida means __________________________

14. One of a number of the “other apostles mentioned by Paul or , Peter,_____________________

15. Many of the original 12 were fisherman and from what region of Israel______________________

16. Apostle means ____________________
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