THE FIRST CENTURY APOSTLES

Those less well known

Week #7- Philip; Nathanel; James; Thaddeus; Simon Zealotes
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Matthias


Philip= Greek for lover of horses
Philip the Apostle was not the Philip the evangelist (Deacon) discussed in Acts 6:8

He was raised in Bethsaida

Close friend of Andrew and Peter

Was probably a disciple of John the Baptist (John 1:43)

Tradition has it he repaired coaches and chariots in the fishing village

He is last mentioned in Acts 1:13 (pentecost)

Traditions states he was a missionary in modern Turkey.  The historian Eusebias  states he was the “great light of Asia” and buried near Phyrgia.

John is the only author who gives us any insight as to who he was (John 6:5-7) ; John 12:20-23; John 14:8

He might have been named after Philip the Tetrach of Galilee, a custom of the day.

He also had to have had a Jewish name but the Bible never provides that two us. 

John is the disciple who:

1. Challenged skepticism (john 1:46)

2. Wanted to be logical (John 6:5-13)

3. Could not provide leadership (John 12:20-22)

4. Asked for proof (John 14:8-14)

Philips reveals to us the difficult balance between faith and knowledge.

· John 1:43-44.  Jesus found Philip. Many believe he could have been associated with John the Baptist. 

· John 1:45-46. Philip did not immediately follow but instead chose to seek out Nathanel. This indicates Philips faith in Jesus.

· John 6:5-6.  Why would Jesus ask Philip this difficult question? To prove himself.

· John 6:7. Philip had obviously been thinking about this issue. The amount of money needed was = 8 months wages. This shows Philip had compassion and wanted to find a solution but could not get past the natural world.

· John 6:8-13. Jesus fed the 5000+.  What do you think this act had upon Philip?

· John 12:20-22. The Greeks first went to Philip. This might have been because he was uncertained if converted Jews should have access to Jesus or it was not part of his personality to be a decision maker.

· John 14:8. Philip still wanted proof

· John 14:9. Jesus was asking Philip to accept Him by faith

· John 14:10-11.  Jesus told Philip he could also accept Christ because of all he had seen

· John 14:12-13.  Jesus tells Philip to expect even greater things and that Philip would be empowered to do these things

· Christ wanted Philip to see:  

1. that we must have a sincere effort to believe

2. evidence to support our belief occurs

3. and what faith believes, God confirms with knowledge

Acts 1:12-13. Philip was with the disciples:

1. in prayer

2. having seen Jesus’ ascension

Legends and Deeds

· Rec’d the Holy Ghost at Pentecost

· Tradition states he went to Phrygia with his best friend Nathanel (accompanied by his sister Mariamne)

· Supposedly these three went to Asia Minor and preached against the worship of Idols in Cybele-Colosse where he was hung on a pillar.  Tradition states that Nathanel recovered his body.  

· There are conflicting texts that indicate he died off natural causes, crucifixion or other types of execution.

Nathanel or Bartholemew

The Apostle who was sincere (without wax)

He was Bar Tolmai (Som of Tolmai) which is a hebrew name rich in tradition.

Nathanel means=God has given

He was from Cana of Galilee and is believed to have been well schooled in O.T. theology

He was the best friend of Philip

Key verses (John 1:45-51) and John 15:1-13

1:45-Nathanel obviously knew little of Jesus

1:46-Nazareth held no great significance relative to O.T. prophecy of the coming Messiah. Even so, Philip said, “Come and see”

1:47-Called him a true Jew, someone who was sincere and of good heart

1:48-Jews often prayed under fig trees. He don’t know the incidence being referred to but maybe Nathanel had been praying specifically for the coming of the Messiah.

1:49-Nathanel recognized Him as THE Son of God.

1:50-51 Nathenel would see much more in the day to come

John 15:1-3 The significance of not being a part of the vine (representation of the house of Israel

John 15:3-7  The need to (remain) abide with the Savior 

John 15: 8-13.  The Apostles would be expected to prepared the way for others to believe

Legends and Deeds

1. Eusebius states that Nathanel served in India and actually left behind a copy of the book of Matthew.

2. He is said to have also ministered in Parthia, Lycaonia and Armenia

3. Accounts state he was crucified upside down or flayed to death in Armenia under orders of King Astyages

4. His remains were said to have been moved to a church bearing his name on an island in the Tiber

James (the less)

James was the son of Alphaeus

Younger brother of Matthew and possibly a tax collector also?

Not a single word describes his calling or any action he performed during Christ’s ministry.

He was:

1. Obscure

2. Probably of less physical stature than James “Boanerges”

3. However, he will be remembered for all eternity and was chosen by Christ for a specific purpose

Legends and Deeds

· An ancient map indicates that James was buried in Spain. Some other texts support that he did ministry there

Thaddeus/Jude/Labbaeus

Thaddeus=bold or courageous

Lebbaeus=hearty

Judas= Jehovah leads

The Revised Version states the was the son of James while the A.V. states he was the brother of James (Luke 6:15)

He is usually described as Judas, not Iscariot

Tradition states he was killed by an arrow from a mob in Ararat (Turkey)

· Might have been one of the youngest of the apostles and was given the two additional nicknames as possible terms of endearment

· Only quoted one time (John 14:22-23).  Reveals he had accepted Christ (called him Lord)

Legends and Deeds

1. Wrote the book of Jude

2. Tradition states he visited the king of Syria and healed him of an incurable disease

3. The king became a convert with the city of Edessa being a center of Syrian Christian activity

4. Thaddeus and companions were supposedly taken prisoner and killed in Schavarschar

Simon Zealotes

Also called Simon the Cananaean

Might have been a fisherman, some believe he was the bridgegroom in the marriage in Cana

1. Zealots were a radical sect who believed they were right in doing anything to free Israel from Roman occupation

2. They pursued the Law of Moses in its purest form

3. Sought to remove/destroy anything/anyone who did not support Zionism

4. Sworm to kill the “enemies of God”

5. Ultimately their insurrection caused the destruction of Jerusalem and the temple in 70 AD.  Barabbus was a zealot. Masada is another example.

Simon would have been:

· A political liability. The zealots were viewed as troublemakers

· Others would make had mixed messages about Christ associating with Simon. Judas Iscariot and possibly 2 others disciples are mentioned as also be zealots

· Simon and Matthew would have come from opposite positions

· Well aware of the scriptures

· Not acquainted with the love of God as Christ would present it

· A perfect individual for Christ to turn his enthusiasm for politics to enthusiasm for Christ

Legend and Deeds

Three main stores exist as to his death:

1. He ministered to the Parthian Empire (Babylon and Persia) which resulted in a violent death at Colchia in the far north

2. Eusebius states he went to Britain and found great joy ministering to those tribes.

3. The Passion of Simon states he joined Thaddeus and both were sawn into in Persia
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