THE FIRST CENTURY APOSTLES

Week #6- Matthew and Thomas

References

-Kendrick Strong-All the Master’s Men

-Earl Perry-These First Called Him Master

-Herbert Lockyer-All the Apostles of the Bible

-Darryl Holiday-Twelve Disciples

Matthew (or Levi) = Gift of God

Matthew was the quiet apostle who wrote a great gospel
Probably one of the richest, maybe more highly educated relative to O.T. knowledge

In Matthew we see:

1. A boy from a good home (Alphaeus and Mary). Mary is recorded as being at the cruxifiction

2. A boy from a good home gone bad (publican)

3. A man gone bad redeemed because of the Christ

Matthew was a hebrew son:

· His name Levi comes from the priestly lineage (Num 3:6)

· This name means “joined”, a reference to the adherence to Aaron for the priesthood ministry (Num 18:1-2)

· Mark and Luke, even after 30 years  called him by his Jewish name, rather than Matthew associated with him being a publican
· Matthew, referred to himself as Matthew, the publican to show humility about his former way of life

· Probably born near Capernaum and a citizen of Galilee

· He was the brother of James the lesser
· Son of Alphaeus

· A despised collaborator with the Romans

As a Roman tax gatherer:

· Instead of becoming a priest- he became a publican

· Hated tax collector

· Collected not just what was due but overcharged citizens according to one’s on greed (Luke 19:8)

· Considered disloyal to family, countrymen, Israel, God and one’s on conscience

· Would have been considered a social outcast (Matt 9:11)

· Jewish proverb stated “take not a wife out of that family where there is a publican, for they are all poblicans, or thieves, robbers, and wicked sinners

· Matthew often referred to money in his gospel, more than anywhere else in the N.T. Also uses terms of coinage of the higher values (as compared to others)

Matthew is usually listed as the seventh apostle, Thomas the eight

Order
Matt 10:2-4
Mark 3:16-19
Luke 6:14-16
John
Acts 1:13

1
Simon Peter
Simon Peter
Simon Peter
Simon Peter
Peter

2
Andrew
Andrew
Andrew
Andew
Andrew

3
James
James
James
James
James

4
John
John
John
John?
John

5
Philip
Philip
Philip
Philip
Philip

6
Bartholomew
Bartholomew
Bartholomew
Nathanael
Bartholomew

7
Matthew
Matthew
Matthew

Matthew

8
Thomas
Thomas
Thomas
Thomas
Thomas

9
James
James
James

James

10
Thaddeus, Jude, Labbaeus
Thaddeus
Judas
Judas
Judas

11
Simon
Simon
Simon

Simon

12
Judas Iscariot
Judas Iscariot
Judas Iscariot
Judas Iscariot
Judas Iscariot

13




Matthias

Matthew 9:9-17

9:9-he received a direct call to follow

9:10-he rejoiced at being accepted

9:11-he abandoned outdated religious rules
9:12-Christ would seek those who required spiritual healing

9:13-The call of salvation is to all. For all are sinners

9:14, 15- Christ had already fasted (Matt 4:1-2). Now was the time to enjoy being with others

9:16,17-Meat and drink would be replaced by light, life and love

Matthew 28:16-20

1. Jesus gives his final instructions
2. Jesus assures Matthew that we are not alone

He as a sacrificial convert:

· Called from his collector’s desk

· May have been aware of Jesus because of the proximity of the Sermon on the Mount

· Went from “high dollar” to high calling
Matthew gospel provides us:

1. The need to sacrifice to obtain Christ

2. The depth of God’s mercy

3. The promises of God’s kingdon

4. The hope of being a new creature

5. The honor of being a disciple

6. The need to follow-obedience

Matthew was seen as a grateful host:

· Invited others to hear Jesus (Matt 9:10)

· Arranged this to meet in his large house
· Brought in friends, coworkers and relatives

· Jesus ignored the social stigma of being there

Matthew was a humble apostle:

1. Self-effacing (Matt 10:3)

2. In the list of disciples, he always lists himself after those he is commonly grouped with (while the other gospels often reverse this)

3. Matthew discusses little about himself- He focuses entirely upon Jesus in his gospel

Matthew was a gifted author:

1. Obviously educated with respect to recording events (taxes). This translated well relative to the amount of detail he provided in his gospel

2. Matthew often considered the most important book of Christendom-written around 70 AD

3. Such a book was needed as the apostles (eye witnesses) were growing smaller in numbers

4. Probably acquainted with both Aramaic and Greek

5. His text was written in Greek
6. His gospel written specifically for the Jews in Judea

7. Links the O.T. with the N.T.

8. Fully integrates the prophecies of the O.T. with Christ

9. Focuses more than others on the Galilean portion of Christ’s ministry (Isaiah 9:1-2)

10. Of the 1071 verses, 644 verses contain Christ’s words

11. Righteousness-was a key word and used 16 times

Legends and Deeds

· Tradition has it he preached in Judea for 8 years after Pentecost

· Socrates records that he did work in Ethiopia and Arabia

· Some say he did work in Syria or went with Andrew to the people near the Black Sea

· Tradition has it he was slain by the sword in Ethiopia

Thomas Didymus 

Thomas means “the twin”

Tradition states that he was a twin and that his twin was Lysia, but that has not been confirmed.. Others such as Eusebius, state that his real name was Judah and the monicker “twin” was used to distinguish him from the two other Judas.  “Twin” possibly being a reference to him having both belief and unbelief.

Thomas was a Galilean, tradition states from poor parents. We have no information on how when we was called or came to be associated with Jesus.

Thomas might be one of the most misrepresented of the apostles.  Who has not heard him called by his nickname (Doubting Thomas)?

John 11:7-16

John 14:1-7

John 20:24-29 

Provide accounts of his association with the Christ

In Thomas we can better understand:

1. The difference between honest doubt and cynicism

2. We are called to be associated with other Christians, when Thomas removed himself from the band, he often lost his faith

3. The other disciples did not abandon Thomas and worked to help him understand the resurrected Christ

4. Faith is not the absence of doubt, it is the willingness to commit and act in the face of uncertainty (II Corinthians 5:7)

Thomas was a man of many characteristics:

· He was a man of courage. When Jesus faced possible threat from the Jews in the healing of Lazarus, it was only Thomas who volunteered to go. Tradition states he abandoned everything to follow Christ and his occupation of being a carpenter and stone mason (other traditions state he was a fisherman). He left everything to follow his Lord

· He was a seeker. In the upper room, it was him who asked how they could follow when they did not know the way

· When Thomas required physical proof of Jesus’ resurrection, he went to where he could associated with the band.

· He pronounced the greatest affirmation of the Christ in all the gospel “My Lord and my God”

Legends and Deeds

There is actually more historical text on Thomas than most of the other apostles.

Some tradition indicates he ministered in Parthia, Persia, and India.  In particular, he witnessed against the Buddhists and it is said a vision of Christ appeared before him and told him to enter India without fear of his life. IN doing so, he hired himself out as a slave to an Indian merchant who was in direct support of the king of India.  

Tradition states that it was he who converted the three kings of the east who brought gifts to the infant Christ.  It is with near certainty that he was killed while kneeling in prayer near Bombay, India. A monument exists at this reported location to this day. Thomas’ bones were recovered by Coromandel, a Syrian, who brought back the body for burial. 

A place in Madras is called St. Thomas’ Mount

The Gospel of Thomas is a non-accepted text accredited to the Apostle.  It was discovered in 1946 near Cairo, Egypt and possibly written around 140 AD.  It contains mostly older material but does have a few new quotes credited to Jesus.  It has not been considered for canonization because its text is not as complete as others in the N.T. and lacks the agreement seen in the other gospels
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