THE FIRST CENTURY APOSTLES

Week #4- James the Great
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James is the English form of __Jacob________

James is known as the __quiet______disciple

He is known as James the Great due to his ____height/stature________,

He was a native of __Bethsaida____________

He was a __fisherman__ and partners with __James_____and ___John____________

Older brother of ____Simon_________

James and his brother were the sons of ___Zebedee_____________. Some accounts state that Zebedee was somewhat wealthy and had ties with the Caipahas (friend).  Zebedee has also been considered as being a rabbi (rabbi James). The family might have had a house in Jerusalem.

James’ mother __Salome_____________ might have been the mother of Mary (Jesus’ mom). If true this means James was Jesus’ __cousin___________.

As an adult, James’ home was in ___Capernaum_____________

He was a member of the ___inner_______ circle of disciples

He was the first of the apostles to be __martyred___________. This event is believed to have occurred in ~ 44 AD by the hand of Herod Agrippa.

He was recognized as a __leader__________ of the early Jerusalem church.

He is always listed as the third apostle
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James life would set the stage for being a true disciple of Christ

1. ____self denial_______________ Luke 9:23-25

2. ____following Jesus_____________ Matthew 6:33

3. _____learning and growing______________ Matthew 11:29

4. _____serving______________Matthew 20:27

5. _____taking up our cross______________Luke 9:23-25

But with sacrifice comes reward

1. ____abundant life______________ John 10:10

2. ____meets our needs_______________ John 15:7

3. ____Gift of the Holy Spirit_______________ John 16:13

4. ____Eternal life_______________Rev 21:1-4

Three primary texts give us information about James and his role with Christ and the early church

Mark 1:19-20

Mark 13:3-13

Acts 12:1-2

Mark 1:19-20.  His calling to _discipleship__________. Most people think by this account that James already had __some understanding of Jesus prior to this point in time___

Mark 13:3.  Part of the ____inner circle_____________

Mark 13:4-8.   Given insight into what only others had wished to hear about

· False__prophets___________

· Wars and __rumors of wars___________________

· Great natural__disasters____________________

Mark 13:9. Predictions about the coming ___martyrdom______________________

Mark 13:10. Within ___50_______years, the gospel had spread to most of the known world (Romans 10:18).

Mark 13:11.  Guidance for tough _trials_____________.

Acts 12:1-2.   His death is revealed. (  Why do you think James was singled out?

James’ mom (Salome)

Believed ___strongly___________ in her sons

Believed in Jesus’ ___kingship______________:Mark 202:20

Annointed Jesus’s ___body_______________:Mark 15:40

James’ calling  Matt 4:18-22

· Called one of the sons of ___thunder____  (Boanerges)  Mark 3:17

· Was this due to him being loud or vocal?

· Was this due to him being of fiery _temperment_____________?

· Most likely, he and his brother had an all consuming _zeal____, a passion for what they were _involved___in.

James and his family had signs of bigotry

· Obvious ethnic _separation______________ John 4:9

· Jesus__corrected________ James’ brother    Luke 9:49-50

Signs of ambition

Mark 10:35-37

Matthew 20:20-23

1. James and John were seriously __ambitous_________________

2. Still did not understand kingdom ____values_______________

3. Might have felt they__deserved this_________________________ due to some consideration for their family’s believed patronage of Jesus

4. No sign of Zebedee while Salome was very much an _advocate_______________. What happened to him or had he dissolved his relationship with his sons over Christ?

5. James would indeed pay the _cost of apostleship_____________

Comparison with his brother John

James was resolute, vigorous, active forceful while John was contemplative, intuitive and reflective.

Acts 4:24-30. Possibly James only recorded words, if so, it was:

1. ___full__________ of reverence, confidence and boldness

2. shows ___courage___________ in the face of threats from the Jews

3. ___steadfast________ in the belief in the power of God

4. Filled with reference to the ____O.T,_________ prophecy

5. Knowledgeable that the ___apostles____might suffer for the gospel

6. Filled with evidence of ____love__________ for the Christ

7. Obvious he was a man of __prayer__________________

8. No longer a ___son of thunder_____________
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