THE FIRST CENTURY APOSTLES

Week #2

Andrew-The First Disciple

-You might consider renaming him:

· The ____________

· The _____________

· The ____________

Andrew was a _________ name meaning ___________

He was the _________ of   Simon Peter

Son of __________

Lived in __________ of Galilee

Was a __________ by occupation

He was a devoted  disciple of  _____________________

He was last mentioned in the Bible in Acts 1:13

Tradition holds that he was crucified on and ___________ shaped cross, which has heretofore come to be called by his name

Background

What we know about Andrew:

1. He was a small businessman helping to operate a ________________

2. He fished at ______________, probably allowing him to be ____________ by day

3. He was a ________ of  spiritual things

4. He was ___________ and probably physically fit as his name implies

5. Seeing Jesus, he left John_____________ 

6. He might be considered the first _______________

7. He was not a great speaker or colorful as some (like his brother or John)

8. He was concerned about other- as evidenced by the ___________________

9. Andrew was a _______________, in that he


-brought_____________________


-brought_____________________


-brought the _________________

10. He was _____________

11. He missed out on special occasions witnessed by other disciples such as the :


-raising of _______________ daughter


-the _____________________, and 


-the sorrow in the ______________

Andrew first introduced to us in the Bible through John the Baptist


-the baptisms taking place at ___________ (50-60 miles from Bethsaida)


-a devoted disciple of John the Baptist and acutely aware of O.T.  truths


and prophecies about  the ____________


-John was preaching repentance-Andrew was looking expectedly for the Christ   
(John 1:36)

John 1:35-41

V37-38. John the Baptist lead the way for Andrew to find the _____________


    -John was a true prophet

              -Andrew considered nothing more important than spiritual __________

V39
   -Recognized as the __________ of Jesus’ ministry

V40
    -Andrew was the __________disciple

V41
    -Immediately left and brought_______________ to Jesus


(Think of the result of this act.  This eventually resulted in __________________

             The leader of the Jerusalem church, and eventually the ____________________


(How do you think John the Baptist felt in losing one of his disciples?

1. It was John who pointed out to Andrew that Jesus was the ________________

2. It was John who stated that he himself must ___________ so that Christ might ______________

3. Was Andrew being disloyal to John the Baptist? Remember that in Christianity there will always be something __________ and then something __________ if you are in the will of God.

John 6:5-14

· Almost immediately Christ __________________ a following

· When in the presence of Christ, _______________ slip away (like food/drink)

· Why do you think Andrew brought the boy’s meal to Christ?

 
-Christ shows He can do ___________ that is made available to Him

· Andrew acted in ______________, Philip on _____________

· Calls for _______________ even when the end is not in sight

John 12:20-22

· Andrew knew Christ was here for all _____________

· Andrew did not _______________ to share the Christ with others

Andrew was an excellent _________________

1. 
He was _____________ to fish (spiritual tools and knowledge)

2. 
He went to where ________________ (well outside his comfort zone)

3. 
He used the best_______________ (Christ)

4. 
He _____________ others to fish also

5. 
He focused on what he was __________________

Church Tradition and Andrew

Church tradition (non Bible sources) have stated that:

· After Pentecost, went to Scythia (Black Sea area by the Danube) and minister to a fierce barbaric tribal groups

· This area eventually become modern Russia (and is the reason Andrew is the patron saint of the Russian people)

· The “Acts of Andrew” was written 200 years after his death. This document states that he also ministered to areas in southern Greece.  

· This document says he healed a number of dying individuals and got into trouble by encouraging the local woman to join in marriage with only Christian men. 

· This supposedly angered the local authorities who arrested him, beat and sentenced him to death on an X-shaped cross.

· He was supposedly crucified by being tied on the cross (not nailed) to increase the length of the torture (3 days)

· One account states that the Emperor Constantine obtained Andrews body and in the years following a portion of his remains were shipwrecked on the coast of Scotland.  The result of which was the “Saint Andrews Church” Think of the famous golf course today set near the coast .

· Scottish legend has it that Andrew appeared to them the night before a famous battle with invading British. They were emboldened by this visitation and even more so when a fiery X-shaped cross filled the sky prior to the battle

· This is stated as the reason why the X-shaped cross became part of their flag and even part of any earlier British Union Jack flag when England and Scotland were united.
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