Study of the Book of Revelation-Week #9 –The Destruction of Bablyon

Week


Chapter


Focus






1


none



an overview

2


1:1-20



the Son of Man and John’s vision

3


2:1-3:22


letters to the 7 churches

4


4:1-5:14


heavenly throne room

5


6:1-8:5



7 seal judgments

6


8:6-11:19


7 trumpet judgments

7


12:1-14:20


Satan, antichrist, and false prophet

8


15:1-16:21


7 bowel judgments

9


17:1-19:5


fall of Babylon

10


19:6-22:5


return of Christ

11


22:6-22:21


1000 year reign

(Chapters 17&18 are a review of Babylon’s destruction described earlier in Chapters 14 and 16.

(Define the characteristic of a prostitute:

1. Gaudy

2. Unloving (she really hates you)

3. Taking a God-given good thing and making it false and ugly
4. Courts her “customers” for her own gain

5. She produces nothing of value through her action

6. Cavorting with her causes destruction
(Define the characteristics of a whore’s customers:

1. Wanting pleasure (immediate), not willing to wait for the better choice

2. Willing to accept less than the best

3. Doesn’t care about the consequences of  having a union with the whore

4. The prostitute’s false attraction (downside) is overlooked

(Note:Prostitute (whore, Babylon) may be talking about:

1. Rome

2. A new Rome or a similar ungodly government or system controlled by satan

3. Symbolic for all of mankind or institutions who have traded for a worldly wife (whore) rather than becoming the Bride  of Christ.

4. The apostate church in league with an evil empire

5. Could also represent a God-less way of life

(What does Rome represent?

1. Idol worship

2. Deification of man (like the Caesars)

3. Ruthless, powerful

4. Forced, false religion
5. A system where non-belief in the false god was punishable by death

Revelation 17

V1-2

· “sitting upon many waters” indicates the global influence of the whore

· the world and those in power will accept the whore’s values as their own

· mankind will be spiritually intoxicated with the false values of the whore (similar to Jeremiah 51:6-7)

(Bottom line. Why do or will people accept/choose the whore’s values (both now and in the later days? In my opinion, it represents the selection of the easy way here on earth. Jesus tells us that narrow is the gate and wide is the road that leads to destruction. 

V3-6

· the whore was supported  by the antichrist
· anything colored scarlet represented something expensive, and a color/stain hard to remove from skin/clothing). Purple representative of those in authority or opulence.

· 7 heads, 10 horns indicative of an empire that might be the result of 7 eventual empires and potentially 10 later-day kings/rulers.  

(Daniel prophesized about 7 future or existing kingdoms that represented the wholeness of time. (See Daniel 7). Most scholars believe six of these kingdoms have already existed:

1. Egypt

2. Assyria

3. Babylon (ancient)

4. Persia (the Medes)

5. Greece

6. Rome

7. The seventh?  Possibly made up of a 10 nation/government

· The ungodly world will be responsible for the death of many.

V7-14

· Note: the use of the terms for “7” and “10” may just be symbolic of human completeness, that is, the fulfillment of earthly kingdoms and their government that God ever intended to exist.

· (The antichrist (beast) carries a false name in comparison to that which Christ has. Note that while Christ is called “He who was, and is, and is to come”  while the antichrist is called, “he who was, was not (that is died), and is not.”  While he might be miraculously resurrected, the antichrist will not live forever)!

· The last kingdom will be short-lived and will end in the total destruction of the whore (Daniel 7:19-27; Ezekiel 23:11-35).

· The worldly leaders (kings) will support the antichrist in the fight again Christ

Comparison of the “Church” of chapter 12 and the “Whore” of Chapter 17


The Church
The whore

Their location
Heaven, spiritual place
The world

Their clothing
Sun, righteousness
Gaudy

Their offspring
Christ
Bastards

Who loves them
God
Kings of the earth

How they are sustained
God
Through abominable acts

Who hates them
satan
The antichrist

(Why shall Christ overcome?  Because He is the Lord of lords and the King of kings.

V15-17

· Eventually the ungodly world will turn against the antichrist and its false, terminal kingdom.  The alliance will break down and turn upon itself.

Revelation  Chapter 18

V1-3

· the world is just as guilty as the false empire in its sin and ungodliness

· the ungodly world will be destroyed and those who participated in this will suffer as a city surrounded and destroyed

v4-8

· the world will see and know that this false system/empire/religion has been destroyed

· the whore sees herself as “no widow”, meaning that she did not feel like she needed any help (was self –reliant). Contrast this to the Church which knows it must rely upon God.  The whore’s ultimate downfall will be her non-reliance upon God.

· God’s people (those who come out of the tribulation) will escape the judgment of the whore

V9-13.

· The destruction of the false system will cause tremendous economic downfall. Imagine the economic impact of no more:

1. Pornography

2. Ungodly books, movies, music

3. Idolatry (sport teams, recreation, leisure, love of consumerism)

· The loss of “selling” the false goods of the world will impact many economic sectors (especially those of high value for the rich)

V14-18

· The “lustful” things of the world will be no more

· The ungodly world will realize that the false system’s destruction was quick compared to the eternal values of God

V20-24

· Heavenly creatures and the martyrs will rejoice at the false system’s destruction

· (Note that at this point we have seen:

1. kings try to separate themselves from the false system

2. business world tries to separate themselves from the false system

3. working class tries to separate themselves from the false system

  (They are sad not because they acknowledge the sinful state they cavorted with but rather in the resultant loss of profit and self-seeking pleasure that will occur

v20-24

· world system destroyed by God’s forces

· Babylon no longer attractive to anyone

· God’s Word will no longer fall on deaf ears, no “light” will be available to the unredeemed

Revelation Chapter 19

V1-5

· Heaven shall rejoice at sin’s destruction.

© 2007 Ron Williams








