Study of the Book of Revelation-Week #8 –War in Heaven

Week


Chapter


Focus






1


none



an overview

2


1:1-20



the Son of Man and John’s vision

3


2:1-3:22


letters to the 7 churches

4


4:1-5:14


heavenly throne room

5


6:1-8:5



7 seal judgments

6


8:6-11:19


7 trumpet judgments

7


12:1-14:20


Satan, antichrist, and false prophet

8


15:1-16:21


7 bowel judgments

9


17:1-19:5


fall of Babylon

10


19:6-22:5


return of Christ

11


22:6-22:21


1000 year reign

(Chapter 15 deals with heaven preparing itself for the last of God’s great judgments (the 7 bowls or vials)

(Chapter 16 deals specifically with the delivery of the 7 bowls and its effect upon a sinful world

Key notes:

· There are 3 three main differences between earlier judgments and the bowls

1. While the seal and trumpet judgments were partial, the bowl judgments will be worldwide phenomenon
2. Earlier judgments were used to guide people to repentance., bowl judgments offer no opportunity
3. While man is indirectly affected by the trumpet judgements, the vial judgments directly hurt all mankind.

(The Song of Moses (Exodus 15:1-18) was song to commemorate Israel’s exodus from Egypt.  In chapter 15, the Song of Moses and the Song of the Lamb are sung showing the now completeness of all mankind in escaping the bondage of sin (Jew and Gentile)

Revelation 15:1-4

· God is worthy to be praised because of His:

1. Works (incredible power on display)

2. Righteousness (100% purity in thought and deed)

3. Truth (His eternal and unchanging Word)

4. Name (He is who He claims to be)

5. Holiness (His distinction as the one true God)

(The holiness and justice of God is revealed in:

1. Content of the song in verses 3-4

2. Unprecedented opening of the heavenly sanctuary

3. Those around Him (angels)

4. Smoke (often associated with His presence and power)

V5-8

· Note seven angels having seven bowls (Utter judgment!!!!!)

· The word “bowls or vials” is the same Hebrew word as that used to describe vessels used in offering of sacrifices in the temple

· (God does not permit redeemed man to enter His heavenly temple until the judgments have been completed. Why?  To be sure God does not have to have us involved in every aspect of His kingdom or knowing everything that is going on. He is sovereign and we should not feel slighted that even in the kingdom to come, we will not have complete access to God. Remember, this is what God satan in trouble, wanting to be God and running His affairs.

· (Note that satan is powerless to stop these tribulations even though he will have placed himself in a position to call himself a god and try to rule over creation.

Revelation 16: The terrible judgments

V1-2

· These consist of seven terrible global judgments. Similar to those inflicted upon the Egyptians but more terrible and impacting all of mankind. 

1. Painful sores that cannot be healed and will be debilitating for unbelievers. Christians will not suffer from these.  These are similar sores as those described in Exodus 9:9-10.  Imagine your body covered with shingles or carbuncles.

V3.

2. Total destruction of the oceans. Earlier judgments (Rev 8:8-9) impacted only 1/3 of the oceans. Now all have become like blood (symbolic of death All sea life will die and imagine the impact on the world’s food supply and the smell near most of the world’s population centers.

V4-7

3. Total destruction of the all freshwater. It turns to blood. ). A fitting drink to all those who were killing later-day Christians. This judgment can only last for so long as men will die within days of being denied water to drink.(What is the response in heaven upon seeing the effect of the first three bowl judgments? (Romans 6:23)

V8-9

4. Sun blisters= scorched flesh. (Imagine a sun without any protective atmosphere shielding us. Extreme temperatures will be reached. There will be no cool water to relieve man’s thirst. Think about the mental and physical anguish of temperatures well above 100 degrees that do not end. Imagine a perpetual sunburn.(How did the unrepentant react to the effect of the miseries inflicted upon them above? They cursed God- unrepentant and some believe that at some time during the tribulation, a point will be reached where people can no longer be saved- it will be too late and God will no longer accept their pleas.  Some believe this event occurs at the start of the 7 bowl judgments.

V10-11

5. Loss of the sun. No we go to the other extreme. From extreme temperatures to freezing temperatures and no sunlight. What a terrible place to be living (stinking oceans, no water, burned skin, terrible sores, tremendous heat and now no sunlight). (Note that with these judgments, God is actually destroying that which he created (nature and mankind). Satan’s name  is lucife r= light bearer. He is powerless to create light once God removes it from the earth. Isn’t it fitting that God shows who is actually in control.

V12-16

6. Armageddon.  

· Many believe that Armageddon from the Hebrew “Har Meggido or  “Plain Meggido” is a true future battle field. The actual Har Meggido is a site north of Jerusalem near the modern town of Haifa, near the borders of Israel, Syria, Lebanon.  This plain is a natural invasion route an supposedly over 200 battles have taken place there during history.

· The Euphrates river is diverted (some believe dried up) to allow the invading army to approach Israel.  This river has always been a natural defense for Israel but God actually allows the enemy forces to get nearer. (Why?

v12-16

· Kings of the east (considered to be Israel’s historical enemies such as Iran, Iraq, etc) but may be symbolic all who want to destroy God’s people (Isaiah 11:15-16; Jeremiah 50:38).

· The evil army includes demonic spirits (beings) which deceive and control rulers to fight against God.  

· (Note that in the end of time, the entire unredeemed world will be pitted against God. Note that we do not find the “Church” being placed in a position to defend God at Armageddon.  The fight has been and always with be God’s! (2 Kings 9:27; Zechariah 12:11)

v17-21

· A world-wide earthquake will occur. Imagine the damage to an already decimated world! This will be an earthquake like none other and everyone will fill its effect. Men will be tormented in that there will be no safe place to run.

· Destruction of geographical features including the raining down of 75 pound hailstones (Volcanic eruptions?). (Once again, what is man’s response (blaspheme God).  

· Many believe the conclusion of this battle is picked back up again in Chapter 19.

Judgments in Revelation


Seals
Trumpets
Bowls

Judgment
6:1-17
8:1( 9:21
15:1(16:16

#1
Conquest
Vegetation destroyed
Terrible sores

#2
World war
Seas poisoned
Seas turn to death

#3
Famine
Fresh waters poisoned
Fresh water to blood

#4
¼ of mankind killed
Cosmic signs
Sun burns man

#5
Cry of martyrs
Demonic locusts
Darkness on satan’s kingdom

#6
Cosmic signs
Angels from Euphrates
Demonic forces wage war

#7
-----------------
--------------------------
Great earthquake
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