Study of the Book of Revelation-Week#6 –the Seven Trumpets

Week


Chapter


Focus






1


none



an overview

2


1:1-20



the Son of Man and John’s vision

3


2:1-3:22


letters to the 7 churches

4


4:1-5:14


heavenly throne room

5


6:1-8:5



7 seal judgments

6


8:6-11:19


7 trumpet judgments

7


12:1-14:20


Satan, antichrist, and false prophet

8


15:1-16:21


7 bowel judgments

9


17:1-19:5


fall of Babylon

10


19:6-22:5


return of Christ

11


22:6-22:21


1000 year reign

When the 7th seal was opened, the scroll was ready to be:

1. Unrolled

2. Read

3. Put into effect

V6. Trumpets were historically used to:

· Warn Israel of an emergency

· Summon people to battle

· Mark gladness, festivals, the new year, Yom Kippur (Lev 23:24; Numbers 10:10, Joel 2:12-17)

· Trumpets are always mentioned in relation to judgment/repentance/deliverance/salvation

· Accent of a king (1:King 1:39; Psalm 47:5)

Note: Revelation 8 marks the point where creation (the earth) itself is actually starting to be destroyed. ( Why would God allow destruction of His own creation? What was the purpose of creation? 

(Think about how our lives are disrupted by just a local hurricane or ice storm. Image the destruction being discussed here (more global in nature).

V7.  Action. 1st action brought hail and fire and blood-red rain. May be indicative of volcanic activity.

        Result. 1/3 of the trees were destroyed and all less drought/heat resistant vegetation (like the grass)


V8. Action. 2nd trumpet causes a meteorite/comet to hit the earth.

        Result. 1/3 of all ocean creatures destroyed and shipping destroyed.  Note this is a localized event.

V10-11. Action. 3rd angel revealed a great meteorite that hits 1/3 of the fresh waters (lakes/rivers). 

         Result. 1/3 of fresh waters involved. Could this be the Great Lakes, Lake Victoria, the Amazon River, The Nile River? Note it is still localized. The waters will become unfit for drinking and cause great sorrow or bitterness (the definition of wormwood). Think about what you would do if you had no water?

V12. Action. The 4th angel causes loss of light (loss of God’s promise to provide light as discussed in Genesis.

        Result. Darkness of the sun/moon/stars. God promises in Gen 8:22 that He will provide light until the end of time.  The loss of light might be the result of dust in the atmosphere as a result of the meterorite impacts of cloud cover from huge amounts of water vapor put in the air (if something hot struck the oceans or rivers). Such an event would cause:

· Cold temperatures

· Reduced ability to produce crops, food

· Loss of jobs and economic hardships

V13.  We need to realize that the 1st four trumpets were not as bad as they could be.

· God was restraining Himself to give man a time to repent

· Things will be much worse (3 major woes) to signify the remaining future trumpet judgments)

v9:1-2.  

· Hell itself is now freed to destroy man and the earth. God had been restraining it from the time of creation and the Devil’s fall.

· An angel, probably a good angel opens Hell because God always retains control of Hell

· He releases the full evil of the world (false opposite of heaven)

9:3-6

· Evil creatures given power to harm man for a limited (5month? period of time).

· Creatures are demonic in nature

· They will not be empowered to harm the earth

· Have super painful stings like a scorpion

· Led by demonic being (Apollyon the destroyer, 2 Peter 2:4?)

· Sealed christians need not fear this woe

(Here Christians will not have to fear this woe but in other  places in Revelation they have to suffer. Why the difference here?

V9:7-11

· Locusts were prophesized by Joel 2:1-10

· Locusts were under God’s authority

· Probably of high intelligence (face of men, strong like lions, armored for battle

V9:12-16

                Action:

· 2 more woes to come

· a voice from four corners of the altar indicate a global consideration

· These beings might be in charge of restraining the four horsemen?

· Euphrates marked the natural boundaries between Israel and their natural enemies

                Result:

· 1/3 of  mankind allowed to be killed (not just tortured)

· it is a more global effect

· note the judgment is for a limited period of time

· we do not know if the death toll will include Christians (it very well might)

· Killing was the result of the 200 million man army and resulting warfare

V 9:17-19


Action

· Army of 200 million attach (Christians and Jews probably being attacked)

· Military vehicles like tanks being discussed?

Result

· Killing of 1/3 of mankind and global war

V9:20-21

      
Action

· Unrepentant people still existed. They worship:

1. Their own efforts

2. Devils

3. Idols

And were still:

1. Murdering

2. Involved with sorcery

3. Fornification

4. theft

Revelation 10:1 through 11:19.   

The Seventh Trumpet

V1-3

· the mighty angel was described as having:

1.  a rainbow signifying God’s blessing

2. a position of importance in the heavenly realm

(Could this be the angel Ezekiel described in Ezekiel 1:26-28? Ezekiel was also asked to eat a scroll concerning future judgement of the wicked.

V4.

· The 7 thunders are introduced but are not further discussed.(Why do you think John was prohibited from recording what these beings revealed (probably judgments?) Nevertheless, it was not important relative to John unveiling the mystery of the completion of God’s plan.

V5-7

· (What is the main proclamation of the angels (time to complete God’s plan and nothing will be held back, that is the restraints of 2 Thess 2:3 have been removed and the martyr’s prayers of Revelation 6:11 have been answered!

V8-11

· (What was required of John? What was the result?

1. To eat the little scroll (Ezekial 3:1)

2. To eat it all with the result that:

· It tasted like honey in his mouth (God’s plan finally being fulfilled)

· Bitter in stomach (at the realization of what the plan would mean for man)

Chapter 10 is comparable to events described in Daniel 12:5-7

Daniel 12:1-7; Rev 6:9-11
Rev 10:6-7

Great suffering will occur
Some things not revealed

Suffering the world had never seen
Time for the mystery of God to be revealed

A period defined as 1260 days
An angel straddling the earth

People crying for vengeance
Great suffering in store for mankind

Some things not revealed in the prophesy


Time for the mystery to be revealed and sealed for the right moment of history


Revelation v11:1-3

Background, a number of alternative views exist on a number of key features

One viewpoint
alternative

Jewish temple will be rebuilt
Temple symbolic of the “Church”

Ancient sacrifices renewed


The 2 witness are real people
Witnesses are part of the persecuted church

Holy city =Jerusalem
Great city represents worldly civilization

Note

· Evangelicals tend to accept the list of meanings as the descriptions reminiscent of those in Daniel 9:2 or Jeremiah 25:11-12

· Temple =”naos” which would be Holy of Holies”. It was last destroyed in 70 AD.

· 42 months = 3.5 years (Daniel 9:24-27) as suggested by Daniel that the world had a remainder of 70 “weeks of years”, 69 of those would elapse between the rebuilding of Jerusalem (445 BC) and the coming of the Messiah as King (30 BC).  There is some disagreement that the 70 week began with Christ’s earthly ministry. Evangelicals believe the last “week” is divided into two equal parts of 3.5 years. The 3.5  (3.5 = ½ of 7, a perfect number) years might also mean a symbolic period of time of limited wickedness and punishment 

· Most all scholars believe the 3.5 years describes either half or all of the extreme period of tribulation (the last judgments)

V1-3.  

· The Holy of Holies is measured to show God building protection around His people (since there will not need to be a temple in Heaven when the kingdom is fully realized (Zechariah chapter 2 has similar parallels)

· The 2 witnesses have been described as resurrected Moses and Elijah (representing the law and prophets)

· 2 new church leaders out of the last days

· symbolic of the “Church”

· 1260 days =42 months of 30 days each

· lamp stands were used earlier in Revelation to describe individual churches. Witnesses are given this same name and therefore some say they are symbolic of the church.

· (Rev 11 is so descriptive of living individuals potentially evangelizing directly to the Jews.One has to think that this indicates the 2 witnesses are real individuals rather than just be symbols

v4-6

· (What will the witnesses do or have?

· Prophesize (causing repentance and the power of God to be revealed1)

· Supernatural protection

· Ability to destroy personal attacks

· Ability to cause drought

· Ability to poison waters

· Ability to cause plagues

V7-10

· The beast (Satan or the antichrist) will attack the witnesses as they complete their 1260 day period.

· Their bodies will be desecrated in the street of Jerusalem or some other city of prominence

· They will be dead for 3.5 days (half of 7 showing a limited period of time) where the world will delight that they have died (since they were causing global hardship

· Note that the world remains unrepentant

V11-12

· Witnesses are resurrected

· Some Jews observing the resurrection realize God’s power and repent

V13-14

· Earthquake causes 7000 deaths (probably symbolic 7X1000) indicating a major unprecedented earthquake?

· The 1st woe=locust attack

· The 2nd woe= war caused by the 200 million man army

· The 3rd woe=end of the present age

V15

· Parallel to Isaiah 9:7, Daniel 2:44. The King is Coming!

V16-18

· (What do the 24 elders describe God’s action as:

1. judgment of the dead

2. reward to the saints (based on their earthly faith)

3. utter destruction of the wicked who took part in destroying God’s creation

v19

· temple in heaven is revealed

· ark of the covenant (lost for ages is now found). Showing God’s plan to restore full communion to man as well as the power of God
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