Study of the Book of Revelation-Week#5 –the Sevens Seals

Week


Chapter


Focus






1


none



an overview

2


1:1-20



the Son of Man and John’s vision

3


2:1-3:22


letters to the 7 churches

4


4:1-5:14


heavenly throne room

5


6:1-8:5



7 seal judgments

6


8:6-11:19


7 trumpet judgments

7


12:1-14:20


Satan, antichrist, and false prophet

8


15:1-16:21


7 bowel judgments

9


17:1-19:5


fall of Babylon

10


19:6-22:5


return of Christ

11


22:6-22:21


1000 year reign

Key definitions: millenium equal to a 1000 year period

                           Rapture is when believers will be taken up spontaneously into heaven

*Dispensational premillennialism- modern Christians are experiencing a partial experience of God’s kingdom which will be fully observed after the end of the tribulation and the beginning of the millenium.  Many believe that the rapture will signal the start of the 1260 days of the tribulation.  

Postmillenialism-Christianity will advance to a certain advanced point and then after 1000 years of this earthly kingdom Christ will return

Amillenialism-there will not be any special period of history dealing with the 1000 years (Revelationn is not a chronology or may represent the present reign of believers already in heaven.

Historical premillenialism-Christ will reign a 1000 years following his second coming. Saints resurrected at the beginning of the 1000 years, nonbelievers at the end.

*represents the earliest interpretation and the one most evangelicals hold fast to. This one makes the most sense relative to God’s word and his indication that He would protect His people from the day of wrath (the tribulation).  While the Bible clearly defines that there will be believers on the earth during the tribulation, most of us believe that these will be new Christians and converted Jews who believe based upon the events of the rapture and the series of plagues, disasters that come out of the judgments.  These tribulations are not meant to convert Christians but convert non-Christians at this point in history.


Revelation 6

· Seals are 1st of a three, seven part series of judgments (trumpets and bowls are the other two)

· They follow this pattern: 

· 1st four relate to terrible natural phenomenon
· later two show events in heaven or on earth
· the last of the sevens is an interlude of assurance or promise

Two views hold concerning the judgements. They either happen chronologically or what we are seeing is something being rehashed in greater and greater detail. In the recapitulation view consider it like this:
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Or the linear theory
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This view believes that each step of each judgment series is a unique event (the 1st seal is not the same as the 1st trumpet) and that as you go from the 1st seal to the 7th bowl judgment time is moving forward (potentially the 1260 days of the tribulation). Baptists tend to believe the linear theory as it seems the most straightforward to interpretation.

Revelation v6:1-8        The Lamb opens the seals

1. seal#1= white horse-power, conqueror, military authority (has crown and bow)

2. seal#2=red horse-waging war

3. seal#3=black horse-famine(a day’s wage for food will exist. Food 12 times more costly than historical times.  Note that this will more greatly affect those who use the most common foodstocks but those having greater resources (able to buy oil and wine) will not suffer as badly. It may also indicate that some sort of natural disaster (drought) might not damage tree-bearing plants relative to grains.

4. Seal#4-pale horse-death, disease, pestilence.  Remember that the number four typically indicates a global phenomenon and so we see the entire world plunged into death.

5. 25% of the world’s population will be affected (if today = 1.5 billion). See Joel 2:31; Zech 14:1-6; Jeremiah 10:10; Malachi 4:5; and Zephaniah 1:14-18 on the great day of the Lord!

6. (What is the purpose of the judgments?

· Get man’s attention

· Punish the world for rejecting God and for its sinful state

Rev6:9-11

· The 5th seal

· Souls observed under the alter (not on the altar). Under the altar was historically where blood sacrifices would be poured out. Shows that the martyr’s blood has already been shed for the Gospel.

· Martyrs make up the redeemed souls

· Martyrs asking for punishment for those who shed their blood

· Martyrs are told to be patient and that others would be joining then and that they would be clothed in robes of white (purity)

· There is no purgatory. As Christians to be out of the body is to be present with the Lord.

Rev6:12-17

· The 6th seal

· Cosmic disturbances (Matthew 24:29-31; Luke 21:25-28)

· Think of the effect an asteroid would have on the earth (tidal waves, dust clouds, poisoned air, poisoned water, shock waves, fires, disruption of all civilization

· God is revealed when heaven is rolled back and all will see his majesty

· Mountains and land formations will prostrate themselves before their creator

· People will try to hid themselves and escape this judgment

Rev 7:1-3

· Winds (globally since four are mentioned) stop blowing to allow God’s people to be marked

· Angels told not to judge the earth and sea until God’s people are sealed (new believers after the rapture?)

· Seals used to proclaim ownership

· Seals shows how valuable God believes mankind is

Rev7:4-8

· 144,000 sealed of Israel.  May be literally this number of converted Jews or might represent a symbolic number of both Jews and Christians converted during the tribulation. Israel is almost always indicative of Jews and this is the more preferred interpretation.

· Note that the tribe of Dan is left out.  Dan was as rebellious and idolatrous tribe of the 12 patriarchs.

· Even though the Levites were not a tribe, they are given recognition probably because of their role as priests and because Jesus was of the Levitcal line.

Rev 7:9-10  (people out of the great tribulation)

· Multitude around the throne is multinational

· Wearing white robes and waving palm branches as act of worship. While robes indicate purity

Rev 7:11-17

· Worship is a natural part of heaven

· Those wearing white are martyrs coming out of the great tribulation

· They have eternal reward for their sacrifice

Revelation 8:1-5

· The 7th seal reveals 7 new judgments
· Silence in heaven= equal a short frame of time where the judgments are withheld

· 7 angels having 7 trumpets

· prayers of the saints are the sweet sacrifice of praise to God

A study about the RAPTURE

1 Thessalonians 4: 17

*Pretribulation premillennialists believe Christians will be raptured just before the beginning of the great tribulation (many Jews will convert after witnessing this act)

mid-tributionn premillennialists believe Christians will be raptured in the middle of the 7 year tribulation (why God requires them to be sealed)

Post-tribulation premillennialists believe Christians will be raptured at the end of the tribulation and go through the entire judgment series

Amillennialists believe Christians will be raptured as Christ begins His millenial reign

*What I and most Baptists hold trust in.

Time





© 2007 Ron Williams








