Study of the Book of Revelation-Week#3

Week


Chapter


Focus






1


none



an overview

2


1:1-20



the Son of Man and John’s vision

3


2:1-3:22


letters to the 7 churches

4


4:1-5:14


heavenly throne room

5


6:1-8:5



7 seal judgments

6


8:6-11:19


7 trumpet judgments

7


12:1-14:20


Satan, antichrist, and false prophet

8


15:1-16:21


7 bowel judgments

9


17:1-19:5


fall of Babylon

10


19:6-22:5


return of Christ

11


22:6-22:21


1000 year reign

Opinion-Some feel the letters were symbolic to represent the eternal Church

             -Some feel the letters were meant only for the Asia Minor churches of John’s day

· Most evangelicals believe they had both epistle and proclamation uses

The text typically follows this pattern:

· Address

· 1 or 2 titles of Jesus

· commendation

· criticism

· counsel

· command

· promise to overcomers

(Concerning the pattern above, do you see any value in how we might use this same stepwise process to encourage others (at home, at church, at the workplace?)

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Background on the 7 churches

Ephesus 2:1-7     The loveless church
· once was a thriving Christian center but had lost some of its economic zeal by 95 AD

· they were resting on past laurels

· city had 250 thousand inhabitants

· still a great economic impact on shipping –Asia Minor seaport

· had a large number of temples to false gods (like Diana)

· had a 425 foot long jewel and gold adorned temple to Artemis (a mother-goddess)

· known for possession of magical scrolls

· Timothy sent to this most influential church

· Ephesus means “maiden of choice” or desirable

(Can churches be deblessed?  Yes.  Think of churches you may have attended or that you have heard about that lost their love for Christ and let other things become a priority. 

-The Nicolaitanes means “rulers over the laity:.  False apostles who believed Jesus was a mere man.  They believed you could sin the body as long as you maintained an air of spirituality (the body and spirit were separate and sins of the body did not count)

-The term, “tree of life” means eternal life

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Smyrna  Revelation 2:8-11                    The Persecuted Church
Background

· Mythology indicates town was founded by Smyrna, who wore a crown high on her head

· Ancients referred to the city as the “crown of Smyrna”

· Followers of Cybele wore laurel crowns on their heads

· Smaller than Ephesus but still a thriving coastal town that still exists today

· Very affluent and highly supportive of the Roman caesars

· Large population of jews who hated Christians and worked against them

· Early church writings indicate many martyrs died in Smyrna

· Smyrna means “bitter” or myrrh

· City was famous for its athletic games

Notes:

-Second death is the judgment of the damned

-ten days- symbolically of a fairly short time

-crown for athletes compared to the crown of life

(What persecution does the modern church face? What can we do to support the persecuted church?  Jesus tells us that each of us should be ready for persecution and if we are not being persecuted in some manner then our witness may not be bold enough to stick out above the noise of this world.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Pergamum       Revelation 2:12-17                    
The Compromising Church
Background

· Was political capital of Asia Minor

· Was a center of imperial cult worship

· Had temple to the god of Ascepios (god of healing). Many went to his temple to be healed. He had a symbol of a snake.  Note the modern symbol we use for medicine. Snakes twisted around a pole.

· Some believe that Luke went to medical school there

· Pergamum means “elevation marriage or “additional or higher marriage

· Had a library containing 200,000 volumes

· City was built on a high hill that was a natural fortress

· Center of four idolatrous cults (Zeus, Dionysius, Ascepious and Athena, often called the city “where Satan’s seat is”

· Writings indicate a number of recorded martyrs (like Antipas)

Notes:

-Balaam was an O.T. spiritualist who tried to turn the Israelites to false idol worship

-hidden manna= spiritual nourishment that would last forever

-white stone-symbol of an athletic winner, symbol of someone being forgiven for a crime, possession of a white stone with a person’s name of high importance was of  great prestige, white stones were used as invitations (like wedding feasts), or in the casting of lots.

(Note the significance we place on the term “black ball” to indicate a person was being rejected.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Church of Thyatira      Revelation 2:18-29                      The Corrupt Church
Background

· Famous for its craftsmen and their guilds

· Famous for its purple dye, cloth making and pottery

· Membership in the guilds was necessary for occupation and acceptance

· Many “lodge” meetings held that were dedicated to the patron god- which led to debauchery

· Thyatira means “unweary sacrifice”

· The sun god “Apollos” was their main false diety

(We should compare the false sun god Apollos with the true son of God –Christ

Note:

Jezebel was an O.T. ruler’s wife who promoted sexual immorality and paganism

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Sardis            Revelation 3:1-6                                 The dead church
Background

· Sardis means “remnant”

· Built on a high impregnable citadel but twice had been defeated because of unvigilant guards

· Known for its dye works

· Chief false god was Cybele “who was said to have the power to restore life to the dead”

Notes:

-a dead church has activities but no spirituality in common with God

-Churches need to be watchful of the enemy and not become complacent

-A “white garment” given by God would have been of so much greater value than any garment made using their special dyed fabrics

(What are some of the characteristics of a modern day church that is dead to Christ?

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Philadephia               Revelation 3:7-13                      The faithful church
Background

· Means “brotherly love” and was named for Attlalus II to his brother EumenesII

· Town was subject to common and terrifying earthquakes

· Local Jews probably taunted Christians

· City was the doorway into Phyrgia and the interior of Asia Minor. A doorway for trade and culture

· City was founded by residents of Pergamum

Note:

-Key of David= entry into the Kingdom of God

-pillar= strength compared to the earthquakes that had ravished so many of their structures

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Laodicea                     Revelation 3:14-21                        The lukewarm church
Background:

· One of the richest cities of its day

· Noted for a glossy black cloth, an eye salve, and a medical center

· Known for its wealth, its banks

· It had no local water supply. Water had to be piped in from cold springs, making the city vulnerable to attack.  Due to the distance the water had to travel (~ 6 miles) it is believed it would have been warm by the time it reached the city and therefore not nearly as refreshing as the cool spring water at its source

· Politicians good at appeasement in this city in efforts to reduce their risk of being attacked

· Laodicea means “rule of the people”

Note

(Note the use of words denoting poor, blind, naked compared to the material riches the Laodiceans possessed. Material riches cannot provide spiritual benefits that God wants to provide.

-Self satisfaction is a deathnail to christianity

-being lukewarm for Christ is just as unappealing to God as a drink of warm water. 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

                       The Good, the Bad and What They Needed to be Doing

Church
Judgment
Commend
Rebuke
Reward
Action

Ephesus
Testimony
Perserverance
Left first love
Spiritual fruit
Remember and repent

Smyrna
None
Suffered persecution
None
Crown of life
Be faithful

Pergamum
Opposed by God
True to faith
Compromise
Spiritual food
Repent

Thyatira
Burdens
Love, faith,service
Immorality
Power
Repent

Sardis
His sudden appearance
None
Superficial
Robe of righteousness
Wake up

Philadelphia
None
Faithful
None
Tower of strength
Hold on

Laodicea
Chastisement
none
lukewarm
position
Be earnest

(Any discussion about the failings of the churches should also include a discussion about us.  We are the members of the Church. The Church cannot suffer the sins described in this passage unless its membership first suffers from them.

(Many believe that this passage was not just meant to describe the Asia Minor churches but that it has prophetic meaning for the Church. Some call this the SEVEN Ages of the Church. If so, this would seem a more logical explanation of why the admonition to the 7 churches was incorporated into text dealing with end time prophecy.

1. Ephesus represents the early Apostolic Church to about 100AD.  Its love for Christ waned as it great older.

2. Smyrna represents the persecuted Church from ~ 100( 313 AD.

3. Pergamum represents the Church married to the State.  State sponsored Christianty began around 313AD with Constantine

4. Thyatira represents the Roman Catholic church of the middle ages who supported love, service, faith but introduced falsehoods into church doctrine (like the lifting of Mary to deity status).

5. Sardis represents the Reformation Church which emphasized denominations and doctrines but was spiritually dead

6. Philadelphia represents the missionary church of the 19-20th century that had such an impact on reaching the world for Christ

7. Laodicea represents the rich, complacent modern “western” church of the present age.  Considering how much of God’s spiritual resources have been given to US and how little we actually provide back for winning the lost, this stigma of being complacent would seem appropriate.
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