Study of the Book of Revelation-Week #12 –The Reign of Christ

Week


Chapter


Focus






1


none



an overview

2


1:1-20



the Son of Man and John’s vision

3


2:1-3:22


letters to the 7 churches

4


4:1-5:14


heavenly throne room

5


6:1-8:5



7 seal judgments

6


8:6-11:19


7 trumpet judgments

7


12:1-14:20


Satan, antichrist, and false prophet

8


15:1-16:21


7 bowel judgments

9


17:1-19:5


fall of Babylon

10


19:6-20:15


return of Christ

11


21:1-22:5


the new earth

12


22:6-22:21


The reign of Christ

( Chapter 22 marks the conclusion of John’s vision and the ultimate completion of every prophecy discussed in the Bible.

1. John doesn’t need to record anything more about heaven or what will take place there because the inspiration of scripture by God was always mean to:

· Educate the unbeliever about God

· Instruct the believer about how he should response to God and the consequences of failure to be obedient

· Instruct believers about the character of God

· Show to all creation that His Word was true (prophesy)

Since sin will be no more, and we shall be living with God in perfect harmony, the need for new scripture is not necessary. That is one reason why we should be doubtful of false text such as the book of the Mormons.

2. Christ is coming in Revelation 22

· Affirmed in verse 6

· His imminent return described in verse 7

(How then should we respond to His coming as shown in Rev 22?

· Acceptance of Him (verse 7)

· Obedience to Him (verse 7)

· Worship of Him (verse 9)

· Work for Him (verse 12)

· Watch for Him (verse 16)

· Pray for His return (verse 20)

 (The result of His coming is that we will:

· Reign with Him (Rev 3:21)

· Reign with other Christians on earth during the millenium (Rev 20:6)

(What then will heaven be like?

· It will be prepared for us (John 14:2)

· Not restricted by physical laws we know (John 20:19)

· We will find it wonderful  (I Cor 2:9)

· We will have spiritual bodies (1 Cor 15)

· We shall be like Jesus (1 John 3:2)

· A new environment  (Rev 21:1)

· The presence of God (Rev 21:3)

· New emotions for us (Rev 21:4)

· No fear of death or sin (Rev 21:4)

1 Corinthians  15:35-53 is a remarkable piece of scripture.  In it we see that:

· Our earthly bodies were meant for earth (not heaven)

· We will have perfected bodies in heaven, maybe not our perception of a perfect earthly body. We just don’t know what exactly it will be like

· God is spirit. Our new bodies may well be more spirit than physical.  Even so, heaven and our new home is a physical place. We shall be recognizable to one another

· We will have the “image of the heavenly”

· Those alive during the blowing of the last trumpet (the 7th bowl- heralding the coming of Christ) shall be changed instantaneously into new bodies (as well as those already in His presence)

· The dead shall be raised.  This creates a somewhat interesting area. If we are “out of the body, present with the Lord as soon as we die” then what dead need to be raised?  Read the text in 2 Corinthians 5:6-10. A number of ideas about this area area are:

· We shall be in the presence of the Lord immediately at the time of death-period, or

· After death we might be in a “sleep” during which earth time would elapse between our death and when we are awaken at the trumpet call. To us, it would seem that no time had passed, or that we passed immediately from death to the Lord’s presence,

· Either way- as far as you and I are concerned, when we die we will immediately be with Christ. The particulars do not matter.

Revelation Chapter 22

V7

· The 6th blessing is given here for those who keep the words of this book and that Jesus will be coming back quickly. (To a church undergoing immense persecution, do you see where these words would have been very encouraging.

· We know that :

· God will determine the time of Jesus’ coming. No man can calculate it using any of the clues from the Bible.  Jesus doesn’t even know. One day God will tell him, “Son its time” and he will come to claim the earth. The time of his coming will be sudden-like a thief in the night, and not when we are expecting it.

· We do know the world will have been going through drastic and horrific tribulation  (as a sign of his immediate return). He tells us to be watchful of the signs and expectant.

V8

· John is rebuked by the angel for the 2nd time when he tries to worship him. During the tribulation, many will worship that false angel.  Even though John is saved, he still tries to worship the angel, we need to be on guard. Only Jesus is worthy to be worshiped.

V10

· Revelation was meant for 1st century Christians and everyone else (has universal application).  Parts of Daniel’s parallel prophecy was viewed but told to be sealed (that is, not revealed until the time was right). You can see this in Daniel 12:4-12. Some believe Daniel’s prophecies (or our ability to interpret them) will suddenly become readable at the beginning of the last days. Some believe that the re-establishment of Jerusalem as the capital of Israel (1969) may have been the point where Daniel’s scrolls were fully opened.

V12-13

· Three times in chapter 22, Jesus says He is coming quickly.  2000 years later His call is just as urgent to you and I.

V14-

· The 7th and final blessing in this book is to those who are obedient. Most interpret “those outside” not to indicate there are sinners outside the walls of heaven but rather to indicate that none of the evil described in chapter 22 would ever have the opportunity to enter the city.

V16

· Jesus fulfills the prophecy of David as being both David’s descendant as well as his Lord (Isaiah 11:1)

V 17-19

· The bride, the Spirit agree that Jesus should come to claim His kingdom

· All are warned not to add or detract from the book. (Think of people or groups who have done so (satan, Muslims, etc)

· Care should be made in trying to fully explain everything in Revelation (Isaiah 55:1)

V 20-21

· Like John, we also should be crying out “COME, LORD JESUS”
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