Study of the Book of Revelation-Week #11 –The New Jerusalem

Week


Chapter


Focus






1


none



an overview

2


1:1-20



the Son of Man and John’s vision

3


2:1-3:22


letters to the 7 churches

4


4:1-5:14


heavenly throne room

5


6:1-8:5



7 seal judgments

6


8:6-11:19


7 trumpet judgments

7


12:1-14:20


Satan, antichrist, and false prophet

8


15:1-16:21


7 bowel judgments

9


17:1-19:5


fall of Babylon

10


19:6-20:15


return of Christ

11


21:1-22:5


the new earth

12


22:6-22:21


1000 year reign

( Chapter 21&22 deals with a new beginning for the redeemed and the heavenly realm. Why? Because:

1. Sin is no more

2. Satan no longer exists
3. The destroyed earth no longer exists

4. We will have a new home
5. We will have full communion with the Trinity

(Many new things will occur:

1. Heaven

2. Earth

3. Jerusalem, the new Holy City of God

4. Beginning of nations

5. River of life (22:1)

6. Tree of life (22:1)

7. Throne (22:3-5)

8. A new you- your new resurrected body

9. A new way of life

(What will heaven be like:

1. It actually will exist (Psalm 80:14; Isaiah 66:1; Colossians 1:5)

2. A place of beauty and splendor (1 Peter 1:3-4)

3. A place of bliss

4. A place of joy and gladness
5. A place of satisfaction

6. A place of light and glory


(Who will live there?

1. The bride and the Lamb (Rev 21:9-10)

2. Angelic and other heavenly beings (Rev 3:5)

(What will be our occupations?

1. Rest (14:13)

2. Worship (5:14)

3. Service (22:3)

(What will not exist in heaven?

1. No sorrow

2. No death

3. No pain

4. No to our old way of life

5. No to cowards, murderers, sexual immorality, sorcerer, idolaters, liars
6. No curse (on man or on the earth –like that occurring after the fall of man)

(The new Jerusalem will have:

1. 12 gates –always open because there is no fear  of intruders (symbolic)

2. 12 angels guarding the gates (symbolic)

3. 12 names of the apostles on the foundation of the city (symbolic)

4. Massive walls made of sparking precious materials

5. 12 layers of precious materials make up the foundation (no cheap cinder blocks!)

6. Designed as a perfect cube (X*X*X). Cube is a symbol of the wholeness of God

7. 1400 miles tall, wide, high (12X12=100), symbolic use of the union of creation and God

8. Streets of material like clear gold, no crush and run or asphalt!

(Some believe the aforementioned wall, gates, names and foundation are highly symbolic of:

1. Wall = security

2. Gates = varied origins of those making up the new community

3. Names = completeness of the new people of God (the fulfillment of Israel)

4. Foundation = the dependency upon the apostolic witness of the gospel 

(The new Jerusalem won’t have:

1. Need of a church building or temple to structure worship

2. Need of a sun, the Lamb will be our light

3. A sea, which has always represented chaos and danger 

(The new Jerusalem will have nations and kings where:

1. There will be some variation between inhabitants

2. Some variation between citizens duties

3. We will probably still be unique in some ways.

Revelation Chapter 21:

V1-2

· The new heaven and earth replaces the old versions. (Why?  The older versions were tainted with sin and its tarnish and not fit for the new kingdom.

· No sea

· Jerusalem = “city of peace” . Unfortunately, this city has never seen peace. But it will in the new kingdom.

· Characteristics of the Bride:

· Beautiful

· Made up for her husband (Christ)

· Virginal (free from sin)

V3-4

· Prophecy is fulfilled (lev 26:11-12;Ezekiel 37:27; Zech 2:10)

· What was the former purpose of pain, sorrow, death, etc = to turn people to God or to rebuke them for their sin. There is no longer a need for this.

V5-8

· Only those who have overcome sin are invited (Roman 8:14)

· Those involved in the former earth and guilty of sin are not invited and doomed to the lack of fire

V9-14

· The use of the “12s” is symbolic of the completeness between the created world and God (3*4)

V15-17

· The original Holy of Holies in the temple was a perfect cube. This pattern is repeated heaven (Ezekiel 48:16-17)

V18-20

· Only the most precious materials will be used in heaven (these precious stones may be symbolic of the 12 jewels used on the priest’s Ephod or breastplate. Each stone represented a particular tribe of Israel (Exodus 28:17-20)

V21-27

· Ever heard of the “pearly gates.”   This is where this saying comes from. 

· Perfect communion with God-no need of temple worship

· Perfect light, no need for a sun

· Earthly governments will exist. You will have responsibilities

· The New Jerusalem is reserved only for the redeemed

Revelation 22:1-5

· The river of life comes from the throne of God (Joel 3:18; Zechariah 14:8)

· The original tree of life was forbidden for Adam and Eve (Genesis 2:9) but is now offered freely. Redeemed man is now spiritually able to receive its blessing

· The 12 fruits indicates an endless supply of perfect nourishment for man. Whether we actually will eat this fruit is a question. If not is a symbolic expression that God will fully provide.

· Immortality to the redeemed in a place of service to God
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