A STUDY OF THE BOOK OF REVELATION

-Revelation = apokalypsis, which means unveiling or disclosure.

-Text is somewhat similar in style to other non-biblical apocalyptic text written between 100-200 AD.

-John’s is the only one of these texts that has a defined first person author. The others were noted by having a person of importance given credit for the authorship by the real author. This was done to help give credence to the writing.

-John’s text is the only one that is both apocalyptic and epistle (provides both prophecy and instruction.

-John’s writing style here was highly symbolic of most apocalyptic text

-The book contains 11,600 words

-22 chapters

-405 verses

-Cannonized as the last book written for the New Testament and significantly as the fulfillment of all previous books (Genesis to ( Revelation)

The book of Revelation is the only book that describes:

1. A blessing to the reader and to those who heed its warnings

2. A warning not to alter or delete any part of the unveiling of the message

Author –John, a Jew (the beloved disciple and youngest of the 12).  An alternative author might be John the Presbyter.  Early church writings gave authorship to the apostle John but discussions during the middle centuries offered the opinion that the Presbyter might have been the author. Some famous church figures throughout the ages have rejected the book but it was formally canonized along with the other 65 books during the last 1000 years.

-We should consider John the author because of the following evidence:

1. All of his books use a common greek vocabulary (his epistles and Revelation)

2. Similar use of the terms- logos, Christ’s blood, my Father, Lamb, Water of Life, Truth

3. Similar use of terms sign and signify

4. Common use of witness and testify

5. Common use of the verb – to overcome

6. Common use of a “manna” theme

7. His writings both deny the need for temple worship relative to communion with God

8. His writings declare Jesus is the Shepherd

9. His writings use water terminology to describe salvation

10. Both quote specific Zechariah passages

11. Use of the term “seven”. Term is used 52 times in Revelation

12. Use of the term “keep the commandments”

13. Use of dualisms (good versus evil, light versus dark)

Why is John’s authorship important:

1. (personal knowledge of the Savior,

2. he had seen the Church be born and its present state,

3. he had heard the prophetic teaching of Christ first hand on the last days, 

4. he is credible as someone we can believe was in the spirit and trusted by God to receive this message

-the location of the writing took place on the Isle of Patmos.  A Roman exile colony ~ 10 miles of the coast of modern Turkey (Asia Minor).  The use of this island as a place of Roman punishment is well documented. John was sentenced there for practicing Christianity and spreading its message.

-the occasion of the writing was ~ 54-96 AD. Most consider the actual date to be closer to 95AD.  This indicates that the book was written to an established Church, one to two generations after the death of Christ. 

-the audience of the book were the churches of Asia Minor (Modern Turkey). Many of which have been discussed earlier in the Bible as they were being developed.  The Book was not written to provide doctrine to developing churches but rather to warn existing churches about the nature of their present state and prophetic teaching concerning future events. While there is some disagreement concerning who the ultimate audience was intended to be, most evangelicals believe the book was meant for both the Asia Minor churches of John’s day and the Church of all time (even us). We at RBC hold this to be true.  Revelation has meaning for us today.

-the 1st Church was undergoing immense persecution.  While most other epistles deal with Roman interference with early Christianity (and persecution by Jews), the book of Revelation deals directly with Roman or worldly persecution of Christians.  This books marks a deep difference between earlier books on this issue.  1st century Christians were being persecuted not because they were a supposedly heretical sect of Jews but because they opened worshiped another God, one not Caesar!  Domitian is believed to have been the Roman Emperor during the time of this book, and who declared himself lord.  Failure of anyone to not “Hail Caesar” was at the cost of position, opportunities and even life!  John was writing to a persecuted Church who needed a glimmer of hope to continue.

-the purpose of the book is to show God’s triumph over all enemies and the completion of His plan of salvation designed before the world began. The Trinity is lifted up and mankind is restored to full communion with God and the beginning of Christ’s eternal reign.

John uses the term “Seven” a total of 52 times, these include:

· seven churches

· seven golden lampstands

· seven spirits

· seven stars

· seven seals

· seven horns and eyes

· seven trumpets

· seven thunders

· seven signs

· seven crowns

· seven plagues

· seven golden bowls

· seven hills

· seven kings

Each is an indication of completeness, power, authority or position.  Seven is symbolic term used to denote some aspect of what John is describing.  In some places it may literally mean the number seven. We have to interpret each use in the context of what John is trying to say.

-The book of Revelation has been viewed by theologians from four points of view:

1. Historical critical or preterists believe that it was written just for 1st century Christians and that the events have already taken place

2. Historisists believe the events describe represent a long chain of events from John’s day to the end of history

3. Futurists believe he was discussing end time events only

4. Poetic symbolics or idealists believe John was writing about the symbolic struggle between good and evil and that the details of the book at not important.

The book of Revelation is divided into two major sections:

1. Chapters 1-3 which are the letters to the seven Asia Minor churches and are epistle-like in nature

2. Chapters 4-22 which represents the “things to come” as seen by John in his vision.

The book of Revelation is built upon seven very specific themes:

1. God’s character

2. Christ’s work and its result

3. Reality of all creation’s existence and purpose

4. Who in reality controls all power in heaven and earth

5. The source of evil, its nature

6. What the kingdom of  God is really all about

7. Who responds to God’s mercy and who decides to deny his sovereignty

-Key focuses of the book include:

· Enduring persecution and the influence of Satan in the world

· The Lamb and the Lion

· The throne of heaven (worship)

· Sovereignty of God

· The Glory of heaven

· Be prepared because the time is near

-The book contains two major symbols
· The “lamb” used 29 times (title of Christ)

· The “throne” used 49 times *symbol of God’s rule)

The book contains sevens main visions that John describes:

1. The churches of Asia Minor

2. The Lamb in heaven with the sealed scroll

3. Seven seals of judgment

4. Seven angels with trumpets

5. Seven bowls of God’s wrath

6. Babylon’s judgment

7. God’s final victory, final judgment of all mankind and final blessings to the redeemed

-John’s visions may or may not be chronological in their reporting (either the linear or recapitulation view are used to better understand the events). These terms will be described in more detail in future weeks

-Revelation completes the cycle of truth begun in Genesis and the Old Testament:

· Christ is the Bible’s central theme

· The Church

· The long-anticipated tribulation and the Day of the Lord

· Satan and his works

· The antichrist

· Israel’s blessing

· Times of the gentiles

· Judgment of the nations

· Second advent of Glory in all His glory

· Judgement of the wicked and reward for the saints

· A new heaven and a new earth- the resurrection

· Paradise lost, paradise regained

Comparison of Genesis and Revelation

Genesis







Revelation

Creation of the sun




no need for a sun in heaven

Satan has a victory




Satan is doomed and is punished

Sin’s entrance in the world



Sin is banished

Man suffers shame and defeat



Man is victorious and rewarded*

Man runs from God




Man invited to heaven with God

Man is removed from communion


Man has restored communion 

Punishment of sin delayed



all sins punished and revealed

Curse pronounced




no more curses

Wicked angels rebel




wicked angels punished

Tears and sorrows begin



no more tears and sorrows

Death enters the world



victory over death

Garden of Eden-earth cursed



Heaven glorified

Earthly creatures rebel



all nature acknowledges God

Tree of life forbidden




Tree of life offered to us all

Paradise lost





paradise regained (even better)

Work to live for food & shelter


live to honor God-Jehovah Jireh

Loss of earth’s beauty




return of all things beautiful

Earthly leadership (with faults)


Godly reign with perfection
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