O COME, O COME EMMANUEL-first assembled by the Rev John Neal

Spiritual Truth= Jesus is the prophesized Messiah

1. The term “carol” is derived from the French “cavoller” which means dancing in a circle (from the Latin “charaula)

2. First known carol was penned in 14th century England

3. Carols were banned between 1649-1660 in England by Oliver Cromwell who felt Christmas should be a solemn day.  Protestants revised the use of carols following Martin Luther and the reformation.  German’s never lost their love of carols as evident by Handel’s Messiah.  Handel eventually moved to England and the love of English carols fluorished.

4. Rev. John Neale  (1818-1866) wrote what we typically recognize as O COME, O COME EMMANUEL which is based upon the great Antiphons or Seven O’s.  Originally these verses were a prayer that would be recited from Dec 18-Dec 23rd (one each day).  The antiphons are believed to have originated as early as 480BC.  New verses were subsequently added on to yield a total of 7 and by the 12 or 13th century assembled in some fashion. Some credit the Rev. Issac Watts with the chorus.  There are multiple versions of this beloved hymn.

5. Antiphon= name (title). Various names for God are used in the hymn. Examples are:

· Wisdom

· Lord and Leader

· Key of David

· Dayspring

· Longed for Key

· King and Lawgiver

· Rod of Jesse

· Son of God

· Emmanuel

· Lord of Might

A. The first letters of each verse spell out the Latin SARCORE (ERO CRAS) which means “I shall be with you tomorrow”.

B. The hymn appears in many different versions.  The version below is one of the more popular with respect to the verses that are included;


O COME, O COME, EMMANUEL             (suggested scripture in red font)

O come, O come Emmanuel

And ransom captive Israel

That mourns in lonely exile here

Until the Son of God appears

Isaiah 7:14; Matthew 1:22-23; Matthew 4:15-17

-----------------------------------------------------------------------

O come, thou Rod of Jesse, free

Thine own from Satan’s tyranny

From the depths of hell thy people save

And give them victory over the grave

Isaiah 11:1-10

--------------------------------------------------------------

O come, O Dayspring, come and cheer

Our spirits by thine advent here

And drive away the shaves of night

And pierce the clouds and bring us light

Isaiah 9:1-2

Malachi 4:2

Luke 1:78
-----------------------------------------------------------------

O come, Thou Key of David, come

And open wide our heavenly home

Make safe the way that leads on high

And close the path to misery

Isaiah 22:22

Isaiah 9:6

Rev 3:7
--------------------------------------------------------------

O, come, O come, Thou Lord of might

Who to thy tribes, on Sinai’s height

In ancient times dids’t give the law

In cloud and majesty and awe

Isaiah 11:4-5

Isaiah 33:22

Matthew 2:6
--------------------------------------------------------

Chorus

Rejoice, Rejoice, Emmauel

Shall come to thee O Israel
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