Handel’s Messiah  

Unto us a child is born……

· Can you remember how different it was when you had your first Christmas with a newborn child in the house?  It probably

1. Changed how you did things

2. Your focus went from you to the child

3. Others might have been attracted to you because of the joy of having a child in the home

· Government’s often let us down.  Why is this?

1. Human are involved!

2. Rarely does the government look out for everyone equally

3. Our leaders only have a finite time/resources to improve things

George Frideric Handel (1685-1759) wrote the “Messiah”

· Born in Germany but moved to England in 1714 to compose music for King George I

· Being in debt, he accepted an invitation to Dublin, Ireland to develop a series of benefits for those in prison (he developed the benefit in only 21 days)

· A friend provided him a series of letters containing 300 scripture verses prophesizing the birth, death, and future reign of Christ

· He wrote his masterpiece oria with the expectation it would only be used during Easter services

Play Handel’s Messiah 

· A study of selected verses from Isaiah provide a great backdrop to this great oria. In it we see:

Isaiah 9:1 

1. No more gloom (Isaiah 8:21-22)

2. Christ was the Galilee of Gentiles (Matthew 4:12-18)
Isaiah 9:2
1. 400 years had past since the last prophetic word from God (Malachi 1:7-8)

2. Earlier sacrifices were imperfect 

3. Christ would be the Light of the World (John 1:3-5;9
Isaiah 9:3

1. Men will rejoice at the receipt of reward (for obedience) and victory (over sin)

Isaiah 9:4

1. What is our burden (Romans 3:10-18)

2. Who is our oppressor (Mark 4:15)
Isaiah 9:5 

1. The world will be a different place (Micah 5:10-11)

Isaiah 9:6

1. He would have an earthly birth (Isaiah 11:1-3)

2. He would be a male child (Micah 5:4-5)

3. He will be a King  (Micah 5:2)
What is wrong with earthly governments?

· Never desired by God

· Fail, are unrighteous, imperfect

Christ, however, will be the Wonderful, Counselor.   Because:

1. He is the Mighty God (El Shaddai)

2. Everlasting Father (El Olam)

3. Prince of Peace

His decisions will be perfect

He will be a mighty military leader

He will have no term limit on length of service

His kingdom will be at rest, without fear of attach or upheaval

Isaiah 9:7

1. Fulfills promise made to David (Matthew 1:12; 1:5-6; 1:16). Because:

14 generations from Abraham to David, 14 generations from David to the diaspora, 14 generations from the diaspora to  Christ= 42 generations.  The number 42 represents the numerical equivalent of David’s name
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