Spiritual Gifts                                    Week #7

Circle a total of 4 of the gifts listed below associated with one of our pastoral staff:


Team gifts
(circle 3)

Supplement


Sharing gifts
Support gifts
Speaking gifts
gifts (circle one)

macro
evangelism
leadership
prophecy
faith

macro
apostleship
administration
teaching
knowledge

micro
hospitality
service/helps
shepherding
wisdom

micro
mercy
giving
exhortation
discernment

Macro gifts are those that relate to big picture gifts while micro gifts are those that deal with more personal ministries. Based upon your assessment, what type of ministry is this staff member best suited to be involved in.

1. It is not unusual for church leaders to have a vastly different gift mix compared to most of the congregation.

2. This sometimes causes problems but it is very understandable and probably healthy for the church. What would be the result if everyone in the church had the same gifts?

3. The congregation normally has more of the micro gifts in comparison to the pastoral staff.

4. Macro gifts focus upon the forest while micro gifts focus upon the trees, Why are both needed for a church to be successful?

Gift Mixes- Common Characteristics

Evangelism, leadership and prophecy

· storng personalities

· tend to be impatient

· have “can do” attitudes

· prefer to start things and them turn them over to others to complete


Administration, teaching, and apostleship

· have a high degree of personal confidence

· works well with those in charge

· believe in orderly church functions

· like to be involved in “team” ministries

Micro gifts

· prefer one-on-one ministries

· like to make the congregation comfortable

· dislike attention upon themselves

Macro gifts

· prefer global, whole congregation tasks

· sometimes set the congregation on edge

· sometimes craves attention

Think again about the four primary gifts you listed in the opening exercise for one of our pastoral staff. These gifts were: 1_______, 2________, 3_______, 4________

Considering that we believe God calls a pastor to a church for a given purpose, and that we are called to follow and be obedient to our pastoral leadership- what is God calling RBC to do based upon the gifts he has given this particular leader? ____________________________________.

“Along the way” versus “Out of the way Principles”

1. All Christians are to love one another and show the universality of all gifts.

2. However, we all do not have the same gifts or strengths of the same gifts.

3. Each of us have the responsibility to use what we have.

Gift
All believers
Gifted believers

faith
trust God
trust God in the most difficult circumstances

knowledge
read the Bible
crave reading the Bible

wisdom
study the Proverbs
spends a lot of time in prayer involving complex issues

discernment
somewhat skeptical
knows whether something is Godly

prophecy
knows something about Christian values
speaks out boldly on issues

teaching
tell your children Bible stories
develops carefully crafted lessons

shepherding
protect your family
cares for an entire SS class

exhortation
encourage your wife
facilitates a small group at church

leadership
lead your home
lead a major issue involving God’s work

administration
manage your household resources
manage the church’s finances

service
do household chores
operate the A/V booth

helps
make coffee for your SS class
volunteer at the rescue mission on a regular basis

evangelism
take a EV class
witness regularly to the lost

giving
tithe
give well beyond the tithe

hospitality
bring doughnuts to SS
be the fellowship leader for your SS class

apostleship
go on a mission trip
be a missionary

mercy
bring out the neighbors trash
regularly volunteer at the hospital

How Spiritual Gifts Relate to Fruits of the Spirit

· Love.  Our motivation for using any gifts.

· Joy. Unless we are using our gifts, and using them properly, we will never experience joy in our service

· Peace. Being in the will of God is the only quiet place this world can offer.

· Patience. Learn your gift mix and then begin to use it. Remember that using your gifts might not be comfortable for you-its hard work.

· Kindness.  Kindness needs to be at the forefront of every gift action you take.

· Goodness. God should be the center of every action.

· Faithfulness. Stick with using your gift.

· Gentleness. Through your gift, consider others in your actions.

· Self-control. Hold your tongue when the situation applies. Think and more importantly, pray before you act.

Roadblocks to Using Your Gifts

1. Improper motives. Gifts are not meant to build you up- you are meant to build up the Church.

2. Natural talents are not the same as spiritual gifts (marked by a residence of the Holy Spirit in a person’s life). David Francis believes both natural and spiritual gifts are from God but they are not the same.

3. You might use your spiritual gift as a loophole for doing universal Christian duties. We all are expected to shown some degree of the sharing, supporting, speaking and supplemental gifts.

4. The greatest roadblock is a lack of LOVE. Love is and always has been  the motive for God’s gift- we are to follow that example.

© 2007 Ron Williams








