Spiritual Gifts

Week #4

Gifts that Ground us in God’s Word

· Prophecy

· Exhortation

· Teaching

· Shepherding

The gifts are not limited to those involving speech.

1. Do you enjoy studying the Bible?

2. Do you regularly interpret world and local events in how God’s Word might apply?

3. Do you enjoy sharing with others what God is showing you in His scripture?

4. Are you convinced that the Bible is the answer guide for all of life?

5. Do you feel compelled to share scripture with others?

If so.... you might have one of the speaking gifts.  These gifts focus upon the Bible and sharing its truth with those around us.  Writing, music, art, drama or other expressive means are demonstrated with these gifts.

The early church had a focus upon the gifts of: 

 (Romans:12, 1 Cor:12, Eph:4)
· Prophecy

· Teaching

· Pastor- teaching     

Why do you think this was the case?  As God builds up each new church, think about the hierarchy of the Gifts needed to advance its growth and mission.     

 Being grounded in God’s Word is important because God’s people need to be:

1. rebuked in their behavior

2. corrected from wrong ideas on attitudes

3. trained in how to relate to one another

4. encouraged to love and be Christlike

People with the speaking gifts often:

1. Wholeheartedly believe in the Bible

2. Prefer to be the speaker when the situation arises in Sunday School or other church/ world settings

3. Have a strong sense of identity and personality

4. Walk the talk and talk the walk; self convicting of sin in their own lives.

Gift of Prophecy

· This gift was viewed as of great value in the early and current church (Acts 2:14-18) and (1Cor:14).

· Paul stated that 5 words of prophecy was of more value to the Church than many thousand words spoken in tongues.  Why?

· This gift can be equally distributed among male/ females; young/ old.

· This gift typically involves the prophet:

1. Understanding and analyzing an issue from Jesus’ point of view

2. Describing the result of continuing in a way not acceptable to God

3. Calling for change or repentance

4. Describing the result of what happens if repentance occurs

· Prophecy usually does not involve “foretelling” or predicting the future as it does the “forthtelling” or boldly speaking the truth 

· They typically proclaim the truth rather than preach it (although some pastors have both gifts)

· They are usually more spontaneous than studious compared to the gift of teaching

· They are not as comfortable in small groups as those with the gift of exhortation.  They prefer speaking to a large number of people.  This might even involve TV or even radio.

These individuals have characteristics of:

· Sense evil in the world

· Often are highly opinionated

· Passionate about their position, even if no one else agrees

· Sees things as black and white- no gray areas

· Want people to respond immediately to their plea

· Often quotes scripture in getting their point across

· Is not greatly concerned about what others think

· Highly concerned about the reputation of the local church

· Often impatient with people and quick to give advice

· Speak with authority on the Bible

· Others may view them negatively because of their sharp characteristics

· Often may be seen as too outspoken- they just have to speak

· 1Cor14: 23-25 reveals this gift has great importance in winning the lost.

Use of this gift should be under control (1 Cor 14:29-32)

1. Orderly display of the gift in church settings

2. Evaluation of the prophesy by others with the gift should be used before accepting its meaning or impact

3. People should exhibit self-control

Gift of Exhortation
· This gift is less public than the gift of prophecy.

· It  usually utilized best in a one-on- one setting

· Exhortation is a form of the word paraclette (or one who comes alongside to help)

· This gift has two elements:  comforting and counseling

Characteristics of this gift include:

1. Believes the Bible should be applied to everyday situations

2. Prefers to study “big picture” components of scripture rather than individual passages

3. Whereas a prophet tries to convince people to change, an exhortionist shows people how to change.

4. Prefers small, intimate relationships 

5. Likes conversation to be two-way

6. Believes individual should work things out for themselves

7. Spiritual cheerleader

8. Will not white-wash events.  Tells you the positive and negative of the situation

9. Develops close friendships- sticks with you

10. Believes everyone has potential for spiritual growth

11. More person-centered than a teacher.  More patient than a prophet.  Less patient than a shepherd.  Wants to see people grow with the continuous progress.

12. Often uses speaking but may write exceptionally well to encourage others.

One mean to determine if you really have a spiritual gift is to:

1. Get involved in a situation where your gift is needed

2. How does using your gift make you feel (joyful, confused, depressed)?

3. How effective were you in practicing your gift?

4. Do others confirm the gift you believe you have?
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