Spiritual Gifts- Week 3

Gifts that Engage People Outside the Church

Hospitality

Mercy

Evangelism

Apostleship

· “These gifts connect the church with those on the outskirts of the kingdom of God.”

· These gifts focus on those either: 1) Not believers, 2). Those not actively involved as believers

· Church’s need those with these gifts to be vital and growing.  Churches without these gifts can be busy, well maintained but can suffer from being cold and uncaring.

· The central feature of these gifts is SHARING.  Look at the listed gifts and describe how sharing is a major part of each one.  What is shared for each gift?

Hospitality- characteristics of those with this gift are:

· Sensitivity to those who are new to the church

· Sensitivity to engaging those you see often by themselves or not integrated in functions

· Feel comfortable making people feel at home

· enjoy meeting strangers

· Like preparing for entertaining

· Practice it without complaining

· Your home is always open

· Put people first, not necessarily concerned with the surroundings- everything does not have to be perfect

· It is the people they are interested in- not the glamour of the event.

Mercy- There are similarities between the gifts of hospitality and mercy.  Characteristics of this gift are:

· Individuals perform practical things that relieve others’ suffering or meet their immediate needs.

· Actions speak louder than words.  These are ‘action’ people;- they don’t wait to be asked

· They have pure motives and are not concerned with getting paid back

· They are not concerned with how much mercy they have already sowed- they don’t keep track.

· More willing to help outsiders than those with the gifts of serving and help.

· Enjoy short-term ministry opportunities

· Empathize with those hurting and spiritually compelled to act out of love for a brother or sister

· Need to be teamed up with others (like administration) so that they do not become blinded to the whole situation.

Evangelism- these people take Matthew 28:18-20 very serious.  Characteristics of these individuals are:

· They are primarily motivated to reach lost souls for Christ

· May be more focused on salvation than discipleship of new Christians

· They focus upon the forgiveness of sin and how Christ is the answer to this predicament.

· Like to be around the lost, can relate to them

· Typically has a good knowledge of scripture and has sufficient parts memorized to allow them to discuss it freely with the lost

· Are ecstatic when someone accepts Christ.  The do not consider it a ho-hum affair
Apostleship- Controversial.  Some believe this gift has no longer given following the completion of scripture.  However, others believe the NT offers proof that it also applied to others besides the early apostles.

· Apostle = one sent or missionary.  It is the God-given capacity to exercise extraordinary authority in the establishment and development of churches, especially new ones, often in the face of cultural barriers.  Their characteristics are:

· They deeply love the churches they  have started and are linked to their successes and their spiritual failures

· Have the ability to adapt to new languages and cultures

· Show interest in reaching groups previously not  touched by the Church (10-40 window)

· Transition their churches over to pastors without being possessive

· Might also work in a Christian relief situation if they also posses the fit of mercy

· Might help establish a Christian school in a foreign land if they also possess the gift of teaching

· If they also have the gift of administration they might help organize overseas missions

· Individuals having gifts of helps or serving might be involved in agricultural missions

· Usually  have a  love for strangers.
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