Spiritual Gifts

Week 5
Speaking Gifts, continued (Teaching & Shepherding)

The gift of TEACHING

· The Greek word, didaskalos = master, teacher or doctor

· Their role is to share learned knowledge of Biblical insight

· The most gifted teacher is still dependent upon those who came before him.  Teachers build on the work of others

Question:  Think about the modern Bible and the resources placed there to help us understand its meaning, such as:

1. Concordance

2. Maps

3. Glossary

4. Study guides

5. Linked scripture

· Gifted teachers make you say “now I understand!”  They make the difficult understandable, but their teaching should always be verified by the student.

· This is the only gift that has the responsibility of reproducing itself (mentoring)

Primary Characteristics of Gifted Teachers

1. Have the ability to communicate at the level of the student

2. Makes scripture understandable

3. Always looking for new, fresh insight

4. Orderly in presenting Biblical facts

5. Typically have an organized mind

6. Demand accuracy when the Bible is being discussed (such as Biblical names, places or events)

7. Believes students should be able to take the information provided and draw their own conclusions.

8. Likes to do research and study

9. Uses innovative ways of sharing information

10. Tries to be responsive to any questions raised

-Hymns are one means of  “teaching” spiritual truths

-Name your favorite hymn or praise song and why it has meaning for your life. What scripture does it discuss?

The Gift of SHEPHERDING

· Shepherding is usually translated as pastor- teacher

· Pastor- teacher is not the same as the office of Pastor

· Many people other than the Pastor may have the gift of shepherding.  Not all Pastors have this gift.

· Prophets enjoy public speaking; teachers like to lecture; Shepherds like to be down with the flock (congregation)

· They typically are involved in teaching but not at the level or frequency of a teacher (but they have to teach at some level to be effective)

· Shepherds are different than prophets in that they are looking for incremental growth in individuals rather than an immediate and dramatic change

· You might consider them less intense than prophets, exhorters or teachers in their approach and expectations

· They are dependent upon gifted teachers for spiritual insight.  They typically do not spend a lot of effort on original thoughts

· Their priorities are people, not the mechanics of sharing information

Shepherds typically:

1. less intense about immediate results (long-term)

2. Love and care for their flock, may be possessive

3. Sensitive to issues of unity

4. Good with names and faces

5. Sometimes are too self- sacrificing

6. Studies, but is not driven to study at length a given topic

7. Rarely separate themselves from those they shepherd

Mid-Class Review

True or False

1. ____  A spiritual gift is one that God gives to you.

2. ____  The purpose of the gift is to make you a more popular or recognized member of the Church.

3. ____   The gift is given so that you can fulfill a specific task within the body of Christ.

4. ____  The four basic categories of spiritual gifts include: support, sharing, speaking, supplemental.

5. ____   Using spiritual gifts should come naturally to all Christians.

6. ____  There are no differences between the characteristics of the gifts of service and helps.

7. ____ Gifts that engage those outside the church or those on the fringe of the body include those of hospitality, mercy, evangelism, and apostleship.

8. ____Those with the gift of hospitality should practice this gift even if they complain about doing so.

9. ____ A central component of the gifts mentioned in question number 7 is that the gifted individual must share.

10. ____ The gift of apostleship might still be evident in those who are involved in present-day church building.

11. ____  The gift of prophecy is no longer active.

12. ____ The early church had issues with the speaking gifts because these were considered of little value.

13. ____  The speaking gifts are important because they help the body become more grounded in God’s word.

14. ____  The gift of exhortation has two elements: comforting and counseling.

15.  ____ Prophecy is the most important gift.

Fill in the blank.

1. Name one of the gifts you see being used at RBC____________________.

2. You have at least ____________ gift.

3. Name three spiritual gifts_________,_________,____________.

4. Name the basic scripture passages where the spritual gifts are listed_________,___________,__________,and __________.

5. Name one of the support gifts_________________.

6. Name one of the sharing gifts______________.

7. Name one of the speaking gifts______________.

8. The amount of a gift you have may vary in _______________.

9. The reason we have different gifts is so that the _____________ work ofd the church can be performed

10.  If we all had the same gift, what type of church would result_________________.
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